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Published to commemorate Albert Schweitzer's only visit to the United States 60
years ago, this anniversary edition of his autobiography gives 21st-century
readers a unique and authoritative account of the man John F. Kennedy called
"one of the transcendent moral influences of our century."

Schweitzer is celebrated around the world as a European pioneer of medical
service in Africa, a groundbreaking philosopher and musical scholar, and a
catalyst of environmental and peace activism. Y et people most revere Schweitzer
for his dedication to serving others and his profound and influential ethic of
reverence for life. For Schweitzer, reverence for life was not atheory or a
philosophy but a discovery?a recognition that the capacity to experience and act
on areverence for al lifeis afundamental part of human nature, a characteristic
that sets human beings apart from the rest of the natural world.

This anniversary edition coincides with several high profile celebrations of his
1949 visit, aswell as the release of a new feature film starring Jeroen Krabbe and
Barbara Hershey. In addition to aforeword by Nobel Laureate and former U.S.
President Jimmy Carter, this edition features a new foreword by Lachlan Forrow,
president of The Albert Schweitzer Fellowship.
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Schweitzer is celebrated around the world as a European pioneer of medical servicein Africa, a
groundbreaking philosopher and musical scholar, and a catalyst of environmental and peace activism. Y et
people most revere Schweitzer for his dedication to serving others and his profound and influential ethic of
reverence for life. For Schweitzer, reverence for life was not a theory or a philosophy but a discovery?a
recognition that the capacity to experience and act on areverence for al lifeis afundamental part of human
nature, a characteristic that sets human beings apart from the rest of the natural world.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Out of My Life and Thought is the autobiography of Albert Schweitzer, the theologian, musician, scientist,
and medical missionary who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1952 (and donated his prize to build aleper
colony). Schweitzer's autobiography is a masterful and motley blend of confession, narrative, adventure, and
philosophy. The chapters about how he came to write The Quest for the Historical Jesus and The Mysticism
of Paul the Apostle are indispensable summaries of and apologies for those books; the chapter called "l
Resolve to Become a Jungle Doctor" isamode of Rilke-style life-changing decision; and the chapters on
Bach and on organs are full of fascinating historical and mechanical detail. For contemporary readers, Out of
My Life and Thought may be most compelling for its epilogue, which describes the ethical mysticism that
Schweitzer called "Reverence for Life," which he achieved in hislater years. The epilogueisfull of stirringly
Germanic passages such as the following: "Once man begins to think about the mystery of hislife and the
links connecting him with the life that fills the world, he cannot but accept, for his own life and al other life
that surrounds him, the principle of Reverence for Life. He will act according to this principle of the ethical
affirmation of lifein everything he does. His life will become in every respect more difficult than if he lived
for himself, but at the same time it will be richer, more beautiful, and happier. It will become, instead of
mere living, a genuine experience of life." Because Schweitzer believed Christianity implied such world-
encompassing reverence, he had the confidence and faith to "demand from Christianity that it reform itself in
the spirit of sincerity and with thoughtfulness, so it may become conscious of its true nature." --Michael
Joseph Gross

From Publishers Weekly

Even in our cynical age, the legendary story of jungle doctor Albert Schweitzer, self-sacrificingly devoted to
the service of humanity, inspires. Out of print since the early 1970s, his classic autobiography, first published
in 1933, speaks directly to modern readersin its searching appraisal of this "period of spiritual decline for
mankind," an age in which science, technology and power seem divorced from ethical standards. In earnest
prose Schweitzer discusses his research into primitive Christianity and his search for the historical Jesus; his
love of Bach, "poet and painter in sound”; his fancy for rebuilding old church organs. His philosophy, which
he called "Reverence for Life," blends mysticism and rationalism, with an impulse to release the "active
ethic" he seeslatent in Christianity. For this fluid new translation, Schweitzer's own corrections made
between origina publication and 1960 have been incorporated. Photos.

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Out of My Life and Thought shatters the old myth and allows usto glimpse the real Albert Schweitzer, aman
whose moral exampleis as relevant and compelling... as it was in the 1930s on first publication. Elogquent
and heartfelt.

(Los Angeles Times)

An authentic twentieth-century classic. Few books in our time have had a greater impact on the life and
values of untold numbers of people.



(Norman Cousins)
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lisa Gonzales:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Out of
My Life and Thought: An Autobiography suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Out of My Life and Thought: An Autobiographyis the main one of
several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired alot of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author
explained their plan in the ssimple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Mike Costello:

Typically the book Out of My Life and Thought: An Autobiography has alot of information on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Millie Goodman:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Out of My Life and Thought: An Autobiography can be your answer as it can be read by
you who have those short free time problems.

Michael Robinson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Out of My Life and Thought: An Autobiography can
give you alot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. Thisreserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Out of My Life and Thought: An
Autobiography.
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