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Since his death in 1924, Kafka has come to be regarded as one of the greatest
modern writers, one whose work brilliantly explores the anxiety, futility, and
complexity of modern life. The precision and clarity of Kafka's style, its
powerful symbolism, and his existential exploration of the human condition have
given hiswork universal significance.

In addition to the title selection, considered by many critics Kafka's most perfect
work, this collection includes " The Judgment,” "In the Penal Colony," "A
Country Doctor," and "A Report to an Academy." Stanley Appelbaum has
provided excellent new English translation of the stories and a brief Note placing
them within Kafka's oeuvre.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Kuper has adapted short works by Kafka into comics before, but here he tackles the most famous one of all:
the jet-black comedy that ensues after the luckless Gregor Samsa turns into a gigantic bug. The story loses a
bit in trandation (and the typeset text looks awkward in the context of Kuper's distinctly handmade
drawings). A lot of the humor in the original comes from the way Kafka plays the story's absurdities
absolutely deadpan, and the visuals oversell the joke, especially since Kuper draws all the human characters
as broad caricatures. Even so, he works up a suitably creepy frisson, mostly thanksto his drawing style.
Executed on scratchboard, it's ajittery, woodcut-inspired mass of sharp angles that owes a debt to both Frans
Masereel (a Belgian woodcut artist who worked around Kafka's time) and MAD magazine's Will Elder. The
knotty walls and floors of the Samsas house ook like they're about to dissolve into dust. In the book's best
moments, Kuper lets his unerring design sense and command of visual shorthand carry the story. The jagged
forms on the huge insect's belly are mirrored by folds in business clothes; thinking about the debt his parents
owe his employer, Gregor imagines his insectoid body turning into money slipping through an hourglass.
Every thing and person in this Metamorphosis seems silhouetted and carved, an effect that meshes neatly
with Kafka's sense of nightmarish unreality.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Adult/High School-Gregor Samsa wakes up and discovers he has been changed into a giant cockroach. Thus
begins "The Metamorphosis,” and Kuper translates this story masterfully with his scratchboard illustrations.
Thetext is more spare, but the visuals are so strongly rendered that little of the original is changed or
omitted. Though the story remains set in Kafka's time, Kuper has added some present-day touches, such as
fast-food restaurants, that do not detract from the tale. He has used the medium creatively, employing
unusual perspectives and panel shapes, and text that even crawls on the walls and ceilings, as Gregor does.
The roach has an insect body but human facial expressions. Once he is pelted with the apple, readers can
watch hisrapid decline, as his body becomes more wizened and his face more gaunt. Thisis afaithful
rendition rather than an illustrated abridgment.

Jamie Watson, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Kuper follows his adaptations of shorter Kafka stories (Give It Up!, 1995) with one of the author's most
renowned works, the tale of Gregor Samsa, who wakes one morning to find himself transformed into a giant
insect. Gregor's plight, his growing alienation from his horrified family, and his gradual acceptance of the
metamorphosis have come to be viewed as the quintessential symbolic depiction of modern existence.
Against al expectations, Kuper's cartoonish style doesn't throw off the story's balance by accentuating
Kafka's black humor. Rather, Kuper's visual depiction of Gregor's agony and the family's cruelty toward him
points up what is disturbing in the tale, and the portrayal of Gregor's physical deterioration istruly
harrowing. Moreover, Kuper's signature scratchboard technique, which resembles traditional woodcut style,
suits the story's period, while hislively, expressive drawing lends contemporary vitality. Remaining faithful
toitsliterary origin, Kuper thoroughly inhabits the tale, making his realization a genuine work of
posthumous collaboration. The result is a Classics Illustrated with class. Gordon Flagg

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephen Hilton:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or theideafor all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book The Metamorphosis
and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions). All type of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can ook
for the internet sources or other social media.

Florence Taylor:

This The Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This The Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry The Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) can bring whenever you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This The Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) having excellent arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

William Bottoms:

Here thing why this kind of The Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at abook is good however it dependsin the content than it which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions)
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with The Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions). It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train.
Should you be having difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Metamorphosis and
Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) in e-book can be your choice.

Wm Dunlap:

Y ou can get this The Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challengeif you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to choose



correct ways for you.
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