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Based on first-hand accounts and extensive fieldwork, Unfree in Palestine
reveals the role played by identity documents in Israel’s apartheid policies
towards the Palestinians, from the red passes of the 1950s to the orange, green
and blue passes of today.

The authors chronicle how millions of Palestinians have been denationalised
through the bureaucratic tools of census, population registration, blacklisting and
a discriminatory legal framework. They show how identity documents are used
by Israel as a means of coercion, extortion, humiliation and informant
recruitment. Movement restrictions tied to IDs and population registers threaten
Palestinian livelihoods, freedom of movement and access to basic services such
as health and education.

Unfree in Palestine is a masterful expose of the web of bureaucracy used by
Israel to deprive the Palestinians of basic rights and freedoms, and calls for
international justice and inclusive security in place of discrimination and
division.
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identity documents are used by Israel as a means of coercion, extortion, humiliation and informant
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Editorial Review

Review
Nadia Abu-Zahra and Adah Kay have produced a remarkable document which describes, with disarming
clarity and precision, the process of denationalisation that has been inflicted by the state of Israel on the
Palestinians. -- Jacqueline Rose, author The Question of Zion (2005) A detailed examination of the use of
registration procedures and ID cards of all kinds for controlling the Palestinian population. After this book,
no one could fail to understand the centrality of these mechanisms in the occupation of the Palestinian lands.
-- John Torpey, Professor of Sociology at the Graduate Center, CUNY, and author of Making Whole What
has Been Smashed: On Reparations Politics (2006). This book is a meticulous record of the system of
identity documentation of Palestinians by the state of Israel, and the system's role in discrimination and
dispossession. The authors describe and analyse how this evolved alongside the physical squeezing of the
size of Palestine, and the squeezing out of hundreds of thousands of people from their original homes. The
work has clearly been a labour of love over many years for the two authors, and they have produced a
valuable addition to the historical narrative. -- Victoria Brittain, former associate foreign editor of the
Guardian and author of Shadow Lives: The Forgotten Women of the War on Terror (2013) This book is a
concise and razor-sharp account of the Kafkaesque system of population control inflicted by Israeli
authorities on the Palestinian people in the 1967-occupied territories. It is a most useful addition to the vast
literature on the Israel/Palestine conflict as well as a precious contribution to the ongoing debate on the
comparative status of the West Bank's population. -- Gilbert Achcar, Professor at SOAS, University of
London, author of The Arabs and the Holocaust (2010) This is a bold and uncompromising account of mass
denationalisation from both ends of the telescope - not only the wide horizon of those affected by the
systematic denial of nationality, but also the minutest scale of bureaucratic interventions that entangle the
ordinary transactions of daily life in a discriminatory web of permits, passes and licences. Nadia Abu Zahra
and Adah Kay show how these interventions come at an intolerable cost to Palestinians, in degraded access
to health and education facilities which have been barred by restrictions on freedom of movement and in the
fracturing impact of ID documents on Palestinian subjectivities. -- Jane Caplan, Professor of Modern
European History, St Antony's College, Oxford

About the Author

Nadia Abu-Zahra is Assistant Professor of Globalisation and Development at the University of Ottawa. She
is currently on the Board of Directors for the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences
and has worked across the Middle East, Asia, and Central America. She is the author of 12 articles and book
chapters on mobility in Palestine.

Adah Kay was Honorary Visiting Professor at Cass Business School, City University, London. An
anthropologist and urban planner, she worked in local government, universities and UK NGOs. During
2002-6 she lived and worked in the West Bank. She was the co-author of Stolen Youth: The Politics of
Israel’s Detention of Palestinian Children (Pluto, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Nancy Tandy:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Unfree in Palestine: Registration,
Documentation and Movement Restriction is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Austin Lawrence:

The guide untitled Unfree in Palestine: Registration, Documentation and Movement Restriction is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to
you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Unfree in Palestine: Registration,
Documentation and Movement Restriction from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Richard Osteen:

This Unfree in Palestine: Registration, Documentation and Movement Restriction is brand-new way for you
who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Unfree in Palestine: Registration, Documentation and Movement Restriction can be the light
food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Connie Curtis:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From the
book Unfree in Palestine: Registration, Documentation and Movement Restriction we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book
Unfree in Palestine: Registration, Documentation and Movement Restriction. You can more attractive than
now.
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