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Every major measure of students historical understanding since 1917 has
demonstrated that students do not retain, understand, or enjoy their school
experiences with history. Bruce Lesh believes that this is due to the way we teach
history lecture and memorization. Over the last fifteen years, Bruce has refined a
method of teaching history that mirrors the process used by historians, where
students are taught to ask questions of evidence and develop historical
explanations. And now in his new book Why Won t You Just Tell Us the
Answer? he shows teachers how to successfully implement his methods in the
classroom.

Students may think they want to be given the answer. Yet, when they are actively
engaged in investigating the past the way professional historians do they find that
history class is not about the boring memorization of names, dates, and facts.
Instead, it s challenging fun. Historical study that centers on a question, where
students gather a variety of historical sources and then develop and defend their
answers to that question, allows students to become actual historians immersed in
an interpretive study of the past.

Each chapter focuses on a key concept in understanding history and then offers a
sample unit on how the concept can be taught. Readers will learn about the
following:
 Exploring Text, Subtext, and Context: President Theodore Roosevelt and the
Panama Canal
 Chronological Thinking and Causality: The Rail Strike of 1877
 Multiple Perspectives: The Bonus March of 1932
 Continuity and Change Over Time: Custer s Last Stand
 Historical Significance: The Civil Rights Movement
 Historical Empathy: The Truman-MacArthur Debate

By the end of the book, teachers will have learned how to teach history via a lens
of interpretive questions and interrogative evidence that allows both student and
teacher to develop evidence-based answers to history s greatest questions.
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Every major measure of students historical understanding since 1917 has demonstrated that students do not
retain, understand, or enjoy their school experiences with history. Bruce Lesh believes that this is due to the
way we teach history lecture and memorization. Over the last fifteen years, Bruce has refined a method of
teaching history that mirrors the process used by historians, where students are taught to ask questions of
evidence and develop historical explanations. And now in his new book Why Won t You Just Tell Us the
Answer? he shows teachers how to successfully implement his methods in the classroom.

Students may think they want to be given the answer. Yet, when they are actively engaged in investigating
the past the way professional historians do they find that history class is not about the boring memorization
of names, dates, and facts. Instead, it s challenging fun. Historical study that centers on a question, where
students gather a variety of historical sources and then develop and defend their answers to that question,
allows students to become actual historians immersed in an interpretive study of the past.

Each chapter focuses on a key concept in understanding history and then offers a sample unit on how the
concept can be taught. Readers will learn about the following:
 Exploring Text, Subtext, and Context: President Theodore Roosevelt and the Panama Canal
 Chronological Thinking and Causality: The Rail Strike of 1877
 Multiple Perspectives: The Bonus March of 1932
 Continuity and Change Over Time: Custer s Last Stand
 Historical Significance: The Civil Rights Movement
 Historical Empathy: The Truman-MacArthur Debate

By the end of the book, teachers will have learned how to teach history via a lens of interpretive questions
and interrogative evidence that allows both student and teacher to develop evidence-based answers to history
s greatest questions.
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Editorial Review

Review
'What the book intends to do, and what is does well, is provide a 'road map' for those who wish to teach
historical thinking skills in the secondary classroom. Lesh has written a valuable book for history teachers at
the secondary level.' --The History Teacher

'Teachers are shown how to teach history using interpretive questions and interrogative evidence in this
exciting alternative to traditional history paths, recommended for any educator's collection.' --Midwest Book
Review

About the Author
Edward L. Ayers is the President of the University of Richmond. He was educated at the University of
Tennessee and Yale University, where he received his Ph.D. in American Studies. Previously Dean of Arts
and Sciences at the University of Virginia, where he began teaching in 1980, Ayers was named National
Professor of the Year by the Carnegie Foundation and the Council for the Support of Education in 2003. His
book, IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES: WAR IN THE HEART OF AMERICA, 1859-1863
(2003), won the Bancroft Prize for distinguished work on the history of the United States. THE PROMISE
OF THE NEW SOUTH: LIFE AFTER RECONSTRUCTION (1992) won prizes for the best book on the
history of American race relations and on the history of the American South. It was a finalist for both the
National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize. He is the co-editor of THE OXFORD BOOK OF THE
AMERICAN SOUTH (1997) and ALL OVER THE MAP: RETHINKING AMERICAN REGIONS (1996).
The World Wide Web version of The Valley of the Shadow: Two Communities in the American Civil War
was recognized by the American Historical Association as the best aid to the teaching of history. His latest
book is WHAT CAUSED THE CIVIL WAR? REFLECTIONS ON THE SOUTH AND SOUTHERN
HISTORY (2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled "Why Won't You Just Tell Us the Answer?": Teaching Historical
Thinking in Grades 7-12. Try to stumble through book "Why Won't You Just Tell Us the Answer?":
Teaching Historical Thinking in Grades 7-12 as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Thomas Brim:

"Why Won't You Just Tell Us the Answer?": Teaching Historical Thinking in Grades 7-12 can be one of



your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing "Why Won't You Just Tell Us the Answer?": Teaching Historical
Thinking in Grades 7-12 but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Kathleen King:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is "Why Won't You Just Tell Us the Answer?": Teaching Historical Thinking in Grades 7-12
this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Ryan Harrison:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this "Why Won't You Just
Tell Us the Answer?": Teaching Historical Thinking in Grades 7-12.
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