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The 2006 World Cup final between Italy and France was a down-and-dirty game,
marred by French superstar Zidane's head-butting of Italian defender Materazzi.
But viewers were also exposed to the poetry, force, and excellence of the Italian
game; as operatic as Verdi and as cunning as Machiavelli, it seemed to open a
window into the Italian soul. John Foot's epic history shows what makes Italian
soccer so unique. Mixing serious analysis and comic storytelling, Foot describes
its humble originsin northern Italy in the 1890s to its present day incarnation
where soccer isthe national civic religion. A story that is reminiscent of Gangs of
New York and A Clockwork Orange, Foot shows how the Italian game — likeits
political culture — has been overshadowed by big business, violence, conspiracy,
and tragedy, how demagogues like Benito Mussolini and Silvio Berlusconi have
used the game to further their own political ambitions. But Winning at All Costs
also celebrates the sweet moments — the four World Cup victories, the success
of Juventus, Inter Milan, AC Milan, the role soccer played in the resistance to
Nazism, and the great managers and players who show that Italian soccer is as
irresistible as Italy itself.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A stand-up job of taking a complex foreign phenomenon and making it both simple and entertaining.”

"Shows how football and Italian society are inextricably interwined, and is full of fascinating vignettes.”
About the Author

John Foot teaches modern Italian history at University College London. He writes for the Guardian, the
London Review of Books, and the TLS and is the author of books on Milan and modern Italian history.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lou Marshall:

The knowledge that you get from Winning at All Costs: A Scandalous History of Italian Soccer will be the
more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Winning at All Costs: A Scandalous History of
Italian Soccer giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Winning at
All Costs: A Scandalous History of Italian Soccer instantly.

Richard Hunt:

The e-book with title Winning at All Costs: A Scandalous History of Italian Soccer contains alot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you in new era
of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Karl Hender son:

People livein this new day of lifestyle aways try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try



this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read
isactually Winning at All Costs: A Scandalous History of Italian Soccer.

Charline Bynum:

Some peopl e said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Winning at All Costs: A Scandalous History of
Italian Soccer to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the sensation about book and looking at especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and
learn it. Beside that the e-book Winning at All Costs: A Scandalous History of Italian Soccer can to be your
brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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