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The study of the family is one of the major lacunas in Byzantine Studies.
Angeliki Laiou remarked in 1989 that ’the study of the Byzantine family is still
in its infancy’, and this assertion remains true today. The present volume
addresses this lacuna. It comprises 19 chapters written by international experts in
the field which take a variety of approaches to the study of the Byzantine family,
and embrace a chronological span from the later Roman to the late Byzantine
empire. The context is established by chapters focusing on the Roman roots of
the Byzantine family, the Christianisation of the family, and the nature of the
family in contemporaneous cultures (the late antique west and the Islamic east).
Key methodological approaches to the Byzantine family are highlighted and
discussed, in particular prosopographical and life course approaches. The
contribution of hagiography to the understanding of the Byzantine family is
analysed by several authors; other chapters on the family and children in art and
on the archaeology of the Middle Byzantine house explore the material evidence
that can shed light on the Byzantine family. Overall, the diversity of families that
existed in Byzantium (blood, fictive, metaphorical) is emphasised, and chapters
consider the specific cases of ascetic, monastic, aristocratic and peasant families,
as well as the imperial family, which is illuminated by the comparative case of a
Caliphal family. The volume is topped and tailed by a Preface and an Afterword
by the editors, which address the state of the field and consider the way ahead.
Thus the volume is vital in putting the subject of the Byzantine Family in sharp
focus and setting the research agenda for the future.
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that ’the study of the Byzantine family is still in its infancy’, and this assertion remains true today. The
present volume addresses this lacuna. It comprises 19 chapters written by international experts in the field
which take a variety of approaches to the study of the Byzantine family, and embrace a chronological span
from the later Roman to the late Byzantine empire. The context is established by chapters focusing on the
Roman roots of the Byzantine family, the Christianisation of the family, and the nature of the family in
contemporaneous cultures (the late antique west and the Islamic east). Key methodological approaches to the
Byzantine family are highlighted and discussed, in particular prosopographical and life course approaches.
The contribution of hagiography to the understanding of the Byzantine family is analysed by several authors;
other chapters on the family and children in art and on the archaeology of the Middle Byzantine house
explore the material evidence that can shed light on the Byzantine family. Overall, the diversity of families
that existed in Byzantium (blood, fictive, metaphorical) is emphasised, and chapters consider the specific
cases of ascetic, monastic, aristocratic and peasant families, as well as the imperial family, which is
illuminated by the comparative case of a Caliphal family. The volume is topped and tailed by a Preface and
an Afterword by the editors, which address the state of the field and consider the way ahead. Thus the
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Anderson:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Approaches to the Byzantine Family (Birmingham
Byzantine and Ottoman Studies). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important a new book Approaches to the Byzantine Family (Birmingham Byzantine and
Ottoman Studies). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you
can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Dale Winsett:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Approaches to the Byzantine Family (Birmingham Byzantine and
Ottoman Studies) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Mary Parker:

Often the book Approaches to the Byzantine Family (Birmingham Byzantine and Ottoman Studies) has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Thelma Davis:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Approaches to the Byzantine Family
(Birmingham Byzantine and Ottoman Studies) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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