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A defining force in world history, nationalism remains an inescapabl e feature of
amodern condition. It has underpinned the emergence of many states, and the
conflict it has often generated has caused enormous suffering, both directly and
indirectly. Nationalism remains a powerful influence today; in the former

Y ugoslavia and the successor states of the Soviet Union it has instigated great
violence and attrocity.

In thisincisive and provocative book, completed just before his death, Ernest
Gellner - described as "one of the last of the great central European polymath
intellectuals' by the Financial Times - explores the phenomenon of nationalism,
tracing its emergence and roots in the modern industrialized nation state, its links
with romanticism and its creation of national myhs. He investigates its various
manifestations and reveals how in long established states such as France, it has
been relatively benign, while in Eastern Europe in particular - where nationalist
feeling preceded the emergence of modern states - its influence has been far more
problematic, and at times disastrous. Finally, the book explores the prospects of
minimizing the influence of nationalist feeling and cautiously anticipates the
possibility of its decline in this decade of continuing atrocities and "ethnic
cleansing.”

Lucid and direct, Gellner's work combines politics, history, philosophy, and
anthropol gy with the multidisciplinary flair for which he was renowned. As
nationalism continues to inform contemporary politics, often with vicious and
tragic results, Gellner's last words on the subject are essential reading.
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A defining force in world history, nationalism remains an inescapabl e feature of a modern condition. It has
underpinned the emergence of many states, and the conflict it has often generated has caused enormous
suffering, both directly and indirectly. Nationalism remains a powerful influence today; in the former

Y ugoslavia and the successor states of the Soviet Union it has instigated great violence and attrocity.

In thisincisive and provocative book, completed just before his death, Ernest Gellner - described as "one of
the last of the great central European polymath intellectuals' by the Financial Times - exploresthe
phenomenon of nationalism, tracing its emergence and roots in the modern industrialized nation state, its
links with romanticism and its creation of national myhs. He investigates its various manifestations and
reveals how in long established states such as France, it has been relatively benign, while in Eastern Europe
in particular - where nationalist feeling preceded the emergence of modern states - itsinfluence has been far
more problematic, and at times disastrous. Finally, the book explores the prospects of minimizing the
influence of nationalist feeling and cautiously anticipates the possibility of its decline in this decade of
continuing atrocities and "ethnic cleansing.”

Lucid and direct, Gellner's work combines palitics, history, philosophy, and anthropolgy with the
multidisciplinary flair for which he was renowned. As nationalism continues to inform contemporary
politics, often with vicious and tragic results, Gellner's last words on the subject are essential reading.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Ernest Gellner was Professor of Philosophy at the London School of Economics from 1962 to 1984, when
he became Professor of Social Anthropology at Cambridge University. Before his death in 1995, he was
Research Professor and Director of the Center for the Study of Nationalism at the Central European
University in Prague. His many books include Words and Things, Thoughts and Change, Saints of the Atlas,
Nations and Nationalism, Culture, Identity and Palitics, Plough, Svord, and Book, and Conditions of Liberty

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenneth Kelly:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It isagood choicein your case but the problems coming to anyoneis you don't
know what type you should start with. This Nationalism is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

George Hardy:

This Nationalism is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Nationalism in your hand like finding
theworld in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Wendy Miller:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Nationalism this book consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer useto explainitis
easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book
ideal al of you.



Henry Brown:

On this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of several booksin
thetop listing in your reading list is definitely Nationalism. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can
get many advantages.
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