
Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence

By Emmanuel Levinas

Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence By Emmanuel Levinas

Otherwise than Being, or Beyond Essence, first published in 1974, is the second
of Levinas's mature philosophical works, the first being Totality and Infinity
(first published in 1961). Otherwise than Being is essentially the sequel to
Totality and Infinity, further elaborating the rich and comprehensive philosophy
of ethical metaphysics that Levinas had introduced in the earlier work. At the
heart of Levinas's writings is the irreducible ethical proximity of one human
being to another morality, and through that encounter a relation to all others
justice. Otherwise than Being emphasizes the themes of moral sensibility and
language within this system of ethical metaphysics. These themes had been
introduced in Totality and Infinity, but are developed in this later work. And
while Totality is focused on ethical alterity, Otherwise is focused on ethical
subjectivity. The process of the revelation of Being as laid out by modern
phenomenological ontology is severely criticized, as Levinas claims that the
ultimate account of these phenomena is not in ontology, but in a paradoxical
discourse of what is beyond Being.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

About the Author
EMMANUEL LEVINAS, a major voice in twentieth century philosophical thought, died in late 1995. After
studying under Edmund Husserl and Martin Heidegger in the late 1920s, Levinas went on to develop a
philosophical system that placed ethics at its center. His writings have influenced several generations of
French philosophers, including Jacques Derrida, and have won him an admiring audience among
theologians.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

With other case, little people like to read book Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Otherwise than
Being or Beyond Essence. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's read.

Jamie Lundquist:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding
Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence content conveys objective easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

David McMillian:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Otherwise than Being or Beyond



Essence which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Brandon Gentry:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence can make you feel more interested to
read.
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