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Since their beginnings in the ninth century, the shrines, brotherhoods and
doctrines of the Sufis held vast influence in almost every corner of the Muslim
world. Offering the first truly global account of the history of Sufism, this
illuminating book traces the gradual spread and influence of Sufi Islam
through the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and ultimately into Europe and the United
States.

An ideal introduction to Sufism, requiring no background knowledge of Islamic●

history or thought
Offers the first history of Sufism as a global phenomenon, exploring●

its movement and adaptation from the Middle East, through Asia and Africa, to
Europe and the United States of America
Covers the entire historical period of Sufism, from its ninth century origins to●

the end of the twentieth century
Devotes equal coverage to the political, cultural, and social dimensions of●

Sufism as it does to its theology and ritual
Dismantles the stereotypes of Sufis as otherworldly 'mystics', by anchoring Sufi●

Muslims in the real lives of their communities
Features the most up-to-date research on Sufism available●
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Since their beginnings in the ninth century, the shrines, brotherhoods and doctrines of the Sufis held vast
influence in almost every corner of the Muslim world. Offering the first truly global account of the history of
Sufism, this illuminating book traces the gradual spread and influence of Sufi Islam through the Middle East,
Asia, Africa, and ultimately into Europe and the United States.

An ideal introduction to Sufism, requiring no background knowledge of Islamic history or thought●

Offers the first history of Sufism as a global phenomenon, exploring its movement and adaptation from the●

Middle East, through Asia and Africa, to Europe and the United States of America
Covers the entire historical period of Sufism, from its ninth century origins to the end of the twentieth●

century
Devotes equal coverage to the political, cultural, and social dimensions of Sufism as it does to its●

theology and ritual
Dismantles the stereotypes of Sufis as otherworldly 'mystics', by anchoring Sufi Muslims in the real lives●

of their communities
Features the most up-to-date research on Sufism available●
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Editorial Review

Review

“It is therefore as welcome an addition to the upper-division Islamic studies classroom as it is to graduate
seminars that focus on the history of Sufism.”  (Journal of Islamic Studies, 1 September 2015)

“How Green has managed this considerable feat is nearly as interesting as the contents of this engaging
volume. Adequately annotated chapters encompassing four large chronological eras stretched across
increasingly expansive swaths of geography represent an interesting and not entirely predictable
“periodization.”  (Journal of the American Oriental Society, 1 October 2014)

“Green’s history is well organized and offers a number of clear themes and theses.”  (The Journal of The
Bulletin of the School of Oriental & African Studies, 1 August 2013)

“A must read not only for those interested in Islamic studies but also for those interested in world history. 
Summing Up: Essential.  Most levels/libraries.”  (Choice, 1 September 2012)

Review
"This comprehensive history of Sufism lucidly demonstrates how the tradition of Islamic spirituality and
ethics has been continually adapted to new social environments over the centuries. A major contribution to
Islamic studies."
—Carl W. Ernst, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

"This is a magisterial survey of Sufism, from its origins and early brotherhoods to the challenges of first
Islamic, then European empires. Green's astute analysis catapults global Sufism into the center of debates
about Islam and Muslim identity."
—Bruce Lawrence, Duke University

From the Back Cover

Since the emergence of Sufism in the ninth century, the shrines, brotherhoods and doctrines of the Sufis have
held vast influence in almost every corner of the Muslim world. Offering the first truly global account of the
history of Sufism, this illuminating book traces the gradual spread and influence of Sufi Islam through the
Middle East, Asia, Africa, and ultimately into Europe and the United States.

Moving beyond the description of doctrine, this book places Sufism in its social, cultural and historical
contexts. It dismantles the stereotypes of Sufis as otherworldly “mystics” by anchoring Sufi Muslims in the
lives of their communities. It explores Sufism's cross-cultural links with music, poetry, architecture and folk
traditions, and delves into the social and political factors by which Sufi holy men gained followers among
not only tribesmen and peasants but also emperors and bureaucrats – alliances that made leading Sufis
powerful even at the height of European colonization. Requiring no background knowledge of Islamic
history or doctrine, this book provides readers with an ideal introduction to Sufism as a global phenomenon.
It explores not only the theology and ritual of Sufism but also its influence in shaping societies and cultures
across the world.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Sufism: A Global History book because
this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Cynthia Sharma:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Sufism: A
Global History suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Sufism: A Global Historyis one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

David Byrd:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a publication. The book Sufism: A Global History it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Billie Gallagher:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Sufism: A Global History that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick
Sufism: A Global History become your personal starter.
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