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Be smitten by the sword! An extraordinary young artist brings the history of
this noble weapon — and its skillful masters — into stunningly sharp relief.

Brave men and women have taken up the sword since ages of old, and a
fascination with this formidable weapon grips dedicated followers to this day.
Here is a celebration of swords and swordsmen that spans time and place — from
ancient warriors such as Beowulf to medieval knights; from stealthy ninja and
samurai to legendary maidens of war. Illustrated with breathtaking intricacy,
SWORDS reflects the passion of a true devotee, offering lavish background
details on design and use as well as exquisite spreads showcasing specimens in
all their shining glory.
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Be smitten by the sword! An extraordinary young artist brings the history of this noble weapon — and
its skillful masters — into stunningly sharp relief.

Brave men and women have taken up the sword since ages of old, and a fascination with this formidable
weapon grips dedicated followers to this day. Here is a celebration of swords and swordsmen that spans time
and place — from ancient warriors such as Beowulf to medieval knights; from stealthy ninja and samurai to
legendary maidens of war. Illustrated with breathtaking intricacy, SWORDS reflects the passion of a true
devotee, offering lavish background details on design and use as well as exquisite spreads showcasing
specimens in all their shining glory.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6 Up—This absorbing, large-format collection of sketches, paintings, and historical notes on sword
craft is not called an artist's devotion for nothing. Boos's treatment of his subject is reverential and his
artwork is outstanding, combining meticulous attention to detail and a designer's sense for layout. The spare
text provides just enough information but generally allows the illustrations to speak for themselves. Each
chapter covers a different period or place in the history of the sword, including the Iron and Bronze Ages, the
Middle Ages in Europe, Japanese samurai and ninjas, the Silla knights of Korea, African sword craft, Islamic
designs, and more. Although the author, a former video-game designer, "would have it known that [his]
qualifications are modest," he manages to portray an incredible variety of styles, from hilts to blades to the
intricate metalwork that makes each sword not just a weapon but also a work of art. It's easy to get caught up
in his enthusiasm, and the right reader will spend hours poring over every loving detail. Give this to fans of
history, art, or swordplay fantasies.—Rebecca Donnelly, Loma Colorado Public Library, Rio Rancho, NM
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"As a sword lover, turning the pages of this book makes my pulse accelerate.  More alive than photography,
Ben Boos's stunning illustrations capture both the reality and the myth of the weapons.  Swords is a
treasure." — Suzanne Collins

From the Publisher
* IRA-CBC Children's Choice Book Award Finalist
* IRA-CBC Children's Choice Booklist
* VOYA - Nonfiction Honor List
* CYBIL Award - Shortlist
* IRA-CBC Children's Choice Booklist
* ALA Quick Picks for Reluctant YA Readers
* Parents' Choice Awards Recommended

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Jones:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Swords: An Artist's
Devotion is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.



Joyce Pippin:

The book untitled Swords: An Artist's Devotion is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of Swords: An Artist's Devotion from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Patricia Morales:

This Swords: An Artist's Devotion is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Swords: An Artist's
Devotion in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Charles Hopper:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Swords: An Artist's Devotion can give you a lot
of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Swords: An Artist's Devotion.
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