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Mohandas K. Gandhi, called Mahatma (“great soul”), was the father of modern
India, but his influence has spread well beyond the subcontinent and is as
important today as it was in the first part of the twentieth century and during this
nation’s own civil rights movement. Taken from Gandhi’s writings throughout
his life, The Essential Gandhi introduces us to his thoughts on politics,
spirituality, poverty, suffering, love, non-violence, civil disobedience, and his
own life. The pieces collected here, with explanatory head notes by Gandhi
biographer Louis Fischer, offer the clearest, most thorough portrait of one of the
greatest spiritual leaders the world has known.
“Gandhi was inevitable. If humanity is to progress, Gandhi is inescapable. . . .
We may ignore him at our own risk.” –Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

With a new Preface drawn from the writings of Eknath Easwaran

In the annals of spirituality certain books stand out both for their historical
importance and for their continued relevance. The Vintage Spiritual Classics
series offers the greatest of these works in authoritative new editions, with
specially commissioned essays by noted contemporary commentators. Filled with
eloquence and fresh insight, encouragement and solace, Vintage Spiritual
Classics are incomparable resources for all readers who seek a more substantive
understanding of mankind's relation to the divine.
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Gandhi biographer Louis Fischer, offer the clearest, most thorough portrait of one of the greatest spiritual
leaders the world has known.
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own risk.” –Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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In the annals of spirituality certain books stand out both for their historical importance and for their
continued relevance. The Vintage Spiritual Classics series offers the greatest of these works in authoritative
new editions, with specially commissioned essays by noted contemporary commentators. Filled with
eloquence and fresh insight, encouragement and solace, Vintage Spiritual Classics are incomparable
resources for all readers who seek a more substantive understanding of mankind's relation to the divine.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Gandhi believed in revealing himself. He regarded secrecy as the enemy of freedom-not only the freedom
of India but the freedom of man. He exposed even the innermost personal thoughts which individuals usually
regard as private. In nearly a half-century of prolific writing, speaking, and subjecting his ideas to the test of
actions, he painted a detailed self-portrait of his mind, heart, and soul.

"Gandhi was a unique person, a great person, perhaps the greatest figure of the last nineteen hundred years.
And his words have been preserved as they came from his mouth and pen."

-- Louis Fischer

From the Inside Flap
Mohandas K. Gandhi, called Mahatma ("great soul"), was the father of modern India, but his influence has
spread well beyond the subcontinent and is as important today as it was in the first part of the twentieth
century and during this nation's own civil rights movement. Taken from Gandhi's writings throughout his
life, The Essential Gandhi introduces us to his thoughts on politics, spirituality, poverty, suffering, love, non-
violence, civil disobedience, and his own life. The pieces collected here, with explanatory head notes by
Gandhi biographer Louis Fischer, offer the clearest, most thorough portrait of one of the greatest spiritual
leaders the world has known.
"Gandhi was inevitable. If humanity is to progress, Gandhi is inescapable. . . . We may ignore him at our
own risk." -Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
With a new Preface drawn from the writings of Eknath Easwaran
In the annals of spirituality certain books stand out both for their historical importance and for their
continued relevance. The Vintage Spiritual Classics series offers the greatest of these works in authoritative
new editions, with specially commissioned essays by noted contemporary commentators. Filled with
eloquence and fresh insight, encouragement and solace, Vintage Spiritual Classics are incomparable
resources for all readers who seek a more substantive understanding of mankind's relation to the divine.

About the Author
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, also known as Mahatma Gandhi, was a major political and spiritual leader
of India and the Indian Independence movement. Born in 1869 in British India, he was the pioneer of
Satyagraha—a philosophy that is concerned with truth and resistance to evil through active, non-violent
resistance. He led India to independence from Britain and inspired movements for freedom and civil rights
around the world. Gandhi lived a simple life, organizing an ashram that was self sufficient and even made his
own clothes. He lived on a vegetarian diet and later on a fruitarian diet. He often underwent long fasts, for
both self purification and for protest.He was assassinated in 1948 in New Delhi, India.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of



advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Essential Gandhi: An
Anthology of His Writings on His Life, Work, and Ideas is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

David Hogan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Essential Gandhi: An Anthology of His Writings on His Life, Work, and Ideas, you
could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a publication.

Jason Nunez:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually The Essential Gandhi: An Anthology of His Writings on His Life, Work, and Ideas.

Roberta Nieves:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Essential Gandhi: An Anthology of His Writings on His Life, Work, and Ideas when you
necessary it?
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