THE MAIAS

Eca de Queirds

The Maias

By José Maria de Eca de Queirds

Read Online ©

The Maias By José Maria de Eca de Queiros

Set in Lisbon at the close of the nineteenth century, The Maiasisboth a
coming-of-age novel and a passionate romance.

Our hero Carlos Maia, heir to one of the greatest fortunesin Portugal, isrich,
handsome, generous and intelligent: he means to do something for his country,
something useful, something that will make his beloved grandfather proud.
However, Carlosis aso abit of adilettante. He drifts along, becoming a doctor
and pottering about in hislaboratory, but spends more and more time riding his
splendid horses or visiting the theater, having affairs or reading novels. His best
friend and chief partner in crime, Ega, is likewise engaged in along summertime
of witticisms and pleasure. Carlos however is set on adead reckoning course
with fate?with the love of hislife and with aterrible, terrible secret...

Newly trandated by the acclaimed trandlator Margaret Jull Costa (translator of

José Saramago's Blindness), New Directions is proud to bring Eca de Queirés
brilliant proseto life for American readers for the first time.
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Set in Lisbon at the close of the nineteenth century, The Maiasis both a coming-of-age novel and a
passionate romance.

Our hero Carlos Maia, heir to one of the greatest fortunesin Portugal, is rich, handsome, generous and
intelligent: he means to do something for his country, something useful, something that will make his
beloved grandfather proud. However, Carlosis also abit of adilettante. He drifts along, becoming a doctor
and pottering about in hislaboratory, but spends more and more time riding his splendid horses or visiting
the theater, having affairs or reading novels. His best friend and chief partner in crime, Ega, is likewise
engaged in along summertime of witticisms and pleasure. Carlos however is set on a dead reckoning course
with fatewith the love of hislife and with aterrible, terrible secret...

Newly trandated by the acclaimed translator Margaret Jull Costa (translator of José Saramago's Blindness),
New Directionsis proud to bring Eca de Queirés brilliant prose to life for American readers for the first
time.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. A veteran tranglator of Saramago and Pessoa, Jull Costa delivers Quierés's 1888 masterpiece
in abeautiful English version that will become the standard. Rich scion Carlos de Maia—Ilike his best friend,
writer Jodo da Ega—is an incorrigible dabbler caught in the enervated Lisbon of the 1870s. His parentageis
checkered: Carlos's mother runs off with an Italian, taking his sister, Maria, but leaving Carlos with his
father, Pedro, who soon shoots himself. Raised by Pedro's father, Afonso, the adult Carlos returns with a
medical degreeto live with Afonso in the family's cursed Lisbon compound. His very romantic, very
doomed affair with Madame Maria Eduarda Gomes sets in motion atrain of coincidences, deftly prefigured,
that resonantly entwines Carlos's fate with that of his father and spreads all of Portuguese society before the
reader. Quierds has a magisterial sense of social stratification, family and the way eras can make an opera of
private life. The novel crystallizes the larger unreality of an incestuous society, one that drifts, even the elite
heatedly acknowledge, into decline. The neglect of the big Iberian 19th-century novelists—Galdos, Clarin
and Quierds—remains a puzzle. This novel stands with the great achievements of fiction. (July)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Eca de Queiros bears comparison with Balzac and Flaubert. -- The Sunday Times [London]

Margaret Jull Costa's new tranglation...is vastly more readable than the other version now availablein
English. -- Harold Bloom

Queirésisfar greater than my own dear master, Flaubert. -- Zola

About the Author

One of the leading intellectual s of the "Generation of 1870," José Maria de Eca de Queirds (1845-1900)
wrote twenty books, founded literary reviews, and for most of hislife also worked as a diplomat, in Havana,
London, and Paris.

Margaret Jull Costais the award-winning translator of works by Eca de Quieros, Javier Marias, and José
Saramago.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephan Partin:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read abook. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Maias.



Ginger Beals:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto
take awalk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The
Maias? Maybeit isfor being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

David Byrd:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option
to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Maias can be fine book to read.
May beit isusualy best activity to you.

Joyce Washington:

This The Maias is new way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this The Maias can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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