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When St. Louis homemaker Pearl Curran began writing fiction and poetry at a
Ouijaboard in 1913, she attributed the work to the “discarnate entity” Patience
Worth, a seventeenth-century Puritan. Though now virtually forgotten, her
writing garnered both critical praise and public popularity at the time. The
Patience of Pear| uncovers more of Curran’s (and thus Patience Worth's)
biography than has been known before; Daniel B. Shea provides close readings
of the Patience-dictated writings and explores the historical and local context,
applying current cognitive and neuro-psychology research.

Though Pearl Curran had only a ninth-grade education, Patience Worth
was able to dictate a biblical novel and aVictorian novel. Echoes of Dickens and
the Potters, acircle of St. Louis women writers, make clear that Patience Worth
reflects literary debts that go as far back as Curran being read to as a child. Shea
argues that the workings of implicit memory suggest the medium’s creative
achievements were her own body’ s property. Curran also had musical training,
and recent developmentsin the field of psychology regarding the overlap
between musical and linguistic rhythms of regularity, anticipation, and surprise
supply afirm foundation for attributing skills both automatic and creative to
Curran. Her reflections on her doubleness in her self-study anticipate the many-
personed Ouija board writing of poet James Merrill.

Shea approaches Curran/Worth as a summary figure for the Victorian-era
woman writer’s buried voice at the point of its transition into modernism. He
investigates many lingering questions about Curran’s fluent productivity at the
Ouijaboard, including the “smart” versus “dumb” unconscious. Shea links
unconscious memory, dissociation, and automatic writing and reconsiders
problematic assumptions about individual identity and claims of personal agency.
The Curran/Worth Puritan/writer figure also allows scrutiny of gendered
assumptions about the dangers of female speech and the idealization of women's
passive reception of divine, or husbandly, revelation.

Novelistic inits own way, Curran’s life included three husbands and a child
adopted on command from Patience Worth. Pearl Curran enjoyed a brief period
of celebrity in Los Angeles before her death in 1937. The Patience of Pearl once
again brings her the attention she deserves—for her life, her writing, and her
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place in women'’s literary history.
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Shea approaches Curran/Worth as a summary figure for the Victorian-era woman writer’ s buried
voice at the point of its transition into modernism. He investigates many lingering questions about Curran’s
fluent productivity at the Ouija board, including the “smart” versus “dumb” unconscious. Shealinks
unconscious memory, dissociation, and automatic writing and reconsiders problematic assumptions about
individual identity and claims of personal agency. The Curran/Worth Puritan/writer figure also alows
scrutiny of gendered assumptions about the dangers of female speech and the idealization of women's
passive reception of divine, or husbandly, revelation.

Novelistic in its own way, Curran’s life included three husbands and a child adopted on command from
Patience Worth. Pearl Curran enjoyed a brief period of celebrity in Los Angeles before her death in 1937.
The Patience of Pear| once again brings her the attention she deserves—for her life, her writing, and her
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Editorial Review
Review

"The Patience of Pearl isatrueinterdisciplinary work of scholarship....Sheanot only solves the mystery of
Patience Worth--he also creates an essential and fascinating history of St. Louis history, spiritualism, and
guestions of authorship" --Adam Klope, Gateway

About the Author

Daniel B. Sheais Professor Emeritus of English at Washington University. He is the author of Spiritual
Autobiography in Early America. Helivesin St. Louis, Missouri.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
MonicaCega:

A lot of people aways spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read
abook. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a e-book. The book The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl
Curran it is quite good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the
e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not too costly but this book
features high quality.

Jack Rosa:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship
in the Writings of Pearl Curran, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like
to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Robert Baxter:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick



one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work hereis
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer may be The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl Curran why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Darlene Beaudoin:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromiit. It is
known as of book The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl Curran. Y ou
can include your knowledge by it. Without |eaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most essentia that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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