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When we think of Ethiopia we tend to think in cliches: Solomon and the Queen
of Sheba, the Falasha Jews, the epic reign of Emperor Haile Selassie, the
Communist Revolution, famine and civil war. Among the countries of Africa it
has a high profile yet is poorly known. How- ever all cliches contain within them
a kernel of truth, and occlude much more. Today's Ethiopia (and its painfully
liberated sister state of Eritrea) are largely obscured by these mythical views and
a secondary literature that is partial or propagandist. Moreover there have been
few attempts to offer readers a comprehensive overview of the country's recent
history, politics and culture that goes beyond the usual guidebook fare.
Understanding Contemporary Ethiopia seeks to do just that, presenting a
measured, detailed and systematic analysis of the main features of this unique
country, now building on the foundations of a magical and tumultuous past as it
struggles to emerge in the modern world on its own terms.
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When we think of Ethiopia we tend to think in cliches: Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, the Falasha Jews,
the epic reign of Emperor Haile Selassie, the Communist Revolution, famine and civil war. Among the
countries of Africa it has a high profile yet is poorly known. How- ever all cliches contain within them a
kernel of truth, and occlude much more. Today's Ethiopia (and its painfully liberated sister state of Eritrea)
are largely obscured by these mythical views and a secondary literature that is partial or propagandist.
Moreover there have been few attempts to offer readers a comprehensive overview of the country's recent
history, politics and culture that goes beyond the usual guidebook fare. Understanding Contemporary
Ethiopia seeks to do just that, presenting a measured, detailed and systematic analysis of the main features of
this unique country, now building on the foundations of a magical and tumultuous past as it struggles to
emerge in the modern world on its own terms.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This volume on all things Ethiopian by a group of noted experts is a tour de force. Focussing on the nature
of power in Ethiopian state and society, the contributors provide powerful and provocative accounts that
chart the process of rapid societal change as Ethiopia assumes its place as a rising regional power. In doing
so they uncover a new model of economic development and state-building, pointing to the importance of the
Ethiopian state in conditioning violence, social change and economic accumulation. A must-read." -- Will
Reno, Professor, Director of the Program of African Studies, Northwestern University

"Ethiopia can no longer be caricatured or mythologised. No one could have envisioned the extent to which
this country would be transformed nearly twenty-five years after the end of its long civil war. To help us
make sense of the dynamics shaping contemporary Ethiopia, this much-needed volume brings together
important insights from the world's most notable experts on the country's culture, history, politics, and
society. They offer a comprehensive and accessible account that should be widely read." -- Leonardo R.
Arriola, University of California, Berkeley

About the Author

Gérard Prunier is a renowned historian of contemporary Africa and author of the acclaimed Africa's World
War: Congo, the Rwandan Genocide, and the Making of a Continental Catastrophe, The Rwanda Crisis:
History of a Genocide and Darfur: The Ambiguous Genocide.

Éloi Ficquet is an anthropologist and historian, professor at the EHESS, and Director of the French Center
for Ethiopian Studies in Addis Ababa. He is the author of A French-Amharic Dictionary and of many articles
on Ethiopian history and culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wilma Hines:

This Understanding Contemporary Ethiopia: Monarchy, Revolution and the Legacy of Meles Zenawi book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Understanding Contemporary Ethiopia: Monarchy,
Revolution and the Legacy of Meles Zenawi without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Understanding Contemporary Ethiopia: Monarchy,
Revolution and the Legacy of Meles Zenawi can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This



Understanding Contemporary Ethiopia: Monarchy, Revolution and the Legacy of Meles Zenawi having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Donna Macdonald:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Understanding Contemporary
Ethiopia: Monarchy, Revolution and the Legacy of Meles Zenawi book because book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Suzanne Brooke:

This Understanding Contemporary Ethiopia: Monarchy, Revolution and the Legacy of Meles Zenawi is great
guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can
state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Understanding Contemporary Ethiopia: Monarchy, Revolution and the Legacy
of Meles Zenawi in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Glenn Pryor:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Understanding Contemporary Ethiopia:
Monarchy, Revolution and the Legacy of Meles Zenawi to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Understanding
Contemporary Ethiopia: Monarchy, Revolution and the Legacy of Meles Zenawi can to be your new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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