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Mary Astell’s A Serious Proposal to the Ladies is one of the most important and
neglected works advocating the establishment of women’s academies. Its
reception was so controversial that Astell responded with a lengthy sequel, also
in this volume. The cause of great notoriety, Astell’s Proposal was imitated by
Defoe in his “An Academy for Women,” parodied in the Tatler, satirized on the
stage, plagiarized by Bishop Berkeley, and later mocked by Gilbert and Sullivan
in Princess Ida.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Patricia Springborg has given us a thoroughly contextualized edition of Mary Astell’s A Serious Proposal to
the Ladies: Parts I and II. Her explanatory annotations as well as her knowledgeable exposition of Astell’s
philosophical positions make available again these landmark texts…and the well-chosen supplementary
materials demonstrate Astell’s immediate impact on the intellectual circles of late seventeenth-century
London.” ? Ruth Perry, MIT

“This new edition of Astell’s A Serious Proposal offers readers welcome access to the eloquence,
argumentative skill, and wit of Astell’s powerful defense of women’s education and of their intellectual
abilities.” ? Martine Watson Brownley, Emory University

“Springborg’s introduction clearly places Astell’s work in the context of two important early eighteenth-
century crosscurrents, the ‘woman’ question and the debate over empirical rationalism. She grounds Astell’s
writings in the tradition of imagining intellectual communities of and for women but Springborg also
usefully sets them in the context of the larger philosophical debates over Locke’s epistemology of
environmental conditioning and psychological sensationalism. Thus, Astell takes her place again among the
voices of the Cambridge Platonists and the supporters of the Port Royal School in this defining debate
touching education and politics, both national and domestic. The inclusion of four appendices (Drake’s
“Essay in Defence of the Female Sex,” Defoe’s “An Essay upon Projects,” and two essays from the Tatler
commenting on Astell) make this a splendid package.” ? Margaret J.M. Ezell, Texas A & M University

From the Publisher
The Broadview Literary Texts series is an effort to represent the ever-changing canon of literature in English
by bringing together texts long regarded as classics with valuable, lesser-known literature. Newly type-set
and produced on high-quality paper in trade paperback format, the Broadview Literary Texts series is a
delight to handle as well as to read.

Each volume includes a full introduction, chronology, bibliography, and explanatory notes along with a
variety of documents from the period, giving readers a rich sense of the world from which the work emerged.

From the Back Cover

Mary Astell’s A Serious Proposal to the Ladies is one of the most important and neglected works advocating
the establishment of women’s academies. Its reception was so controversial that Astell responded with a
lengthy sequel, also in this volume. The cause of great notoriety, Astell’s Proposal was imitated by Defoe in
his “An Academy for Women,” parodied in the Tatler, satirized on the stage, plagiarized by Bishop
Berkeley, and later mocked by Gilbert and Sullivan in Princess Ida.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Anne Larsen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This A Serious Proposal to the Ladies book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving A Serious Proposal
to the Ladies content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking A Serious Proposal
to the Ladies is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Patrick Lyon:

The book with title A Serious Proposal to the Ladies contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Eric McDonald:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be study. A Serious Proposal to the Ladies can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who
have those short spare time problems.

Joan Freeman:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books
in the top record in your reading list will be A Serious Proposal to the Ladies. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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