S Rkt
Belle Prater’s
; L BQ}?

Belle Prater's Boy

Read Online ©

Belle Prater's Boy By Ruth White
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Around 5:00 a.m. on a warm Sunday morning on October 1953, my Aunt Belle
left her bed and vanished from the face of the earth.

Everyonein Coa Station, Virginia, has a theory about what happened to Belle
Prater, but twelve-year-old Gypsy wants the facts, and when her cousin
Woodrow, Aunt Belle's son moves next door, she has her chance. Woodrow isn't
as forthcoming as Gypsy hopes, yet he becomes more than just a curiosity to her-
- during their sixth-grade year she finds that they have enough in common to be
best friends. Even so, Gypsy is puzzled by Woodrow's calm acceptance of his
mother's disappearance, especially since she herself has never gotten over her
father's death. When Woodrow finally reveals that he's been keeping a secret
about his mother, Gypsy begins to understand that there are different ways of
finding the strength to face the truth, no matter how painful it is.

Belle Prater's Boy is a 1996 Boston Globe - Horn Book Awards Honor Book for
Fiction and a 1997 Newbery Honor Book.
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Around 5:00 a.m. on a warm Sunday morning on October 1953, my Aunt Belle left her bed and vanished
from the face of the earth.

Everyonein Coa Station, Virginia, has atheory about what happened to Belle Prater, but twelve-year-old
Gypsy wants the facts, and when her cousin Woodrow, Aunt Belle's son moves next door, she has her
chance. Woodrow isn't as forthcoming as Gypsy hopes, yet he becomes more than just a curiosity to her--
during their sixth-grade year she finds that they have enough in common to be best friends. Even so, Gypsy
is puzzled by Woodrow's calm acceptance of his mother's disappearance, especially since she herself has
never gotten over her father's death. When Woodrow finally reveals that he's been keeping a secret about his
mother, Gypsy begins to understand that there are different ways of finding the strength to face the truth, no
matter how painful it is.

Belle Prater's Boy is a 1996 Boston Globe - Horn Book Awards Honor Book for Fiction and a 1997
Newbery Honor Book.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

There'samystery at the heart of thislyrical novel for young adults: what really happened to Belle Prater, the
aunt of 12-year-old Gypsy Arbutus Leemaster? When Gypsy's cousin, Belle's son Woodrow, comesto livein
tiny Coal Station, Virginia, he sets off achain of events that precipitates a solution to this enigma, as well as
the mystery of Gypsy's own father's death seven years earlier. Ruth White's characters, particularly the cross-
eyed, brilliant Woodrow, are sharply drawn, and the small-town life of rural Virginiaiswonderfully
described.

From Publishers Weekly

Returning to the early '50s, western Virginia setting of Sweet Creek Holler and Weeping Willow, White
serves up anovel so fresh that readers can practically smell the lilacs and the blossoming fruit trees. Gypsy,
the 12-year-old narrator, is al excited when her cousin Woodrow moves in with their grandparents next
door-Woodrow's mother, married to a coal miner in aremote holler, has disappeared without atrace, and
Gypsy hopes that Woodrow will divulge some new clues. Instead, she gets a best friend, someone who, in
spite of unwelcome attention for having crossed eyes and being "Belle Prater's boy," charms everyonein
school with his good-natured if mischievous wit. Gypsy cannot understand Woodrow's self-possession in the
wake of his mother's desertion, but Woodrow, on the other hand, understands Gypsy's pain at her father's
long-ago suicide better than Gypsy does. Pitching her narrative in a genial, mountain-folks twang, White
creates vivacious, memorabl e characters whose openheartedness should not be mistaken for naivete. She
gives her protagonists the courage to face tragedy and transcend it-and the ability to pass along that gift to
the reader. Ages 12-up.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 6-97Belle Prater becomes the stuff of local legend in Coal Station, Virginia, when she disappears,
leaving everyone mystified. Because his father drinks, Belle's boy, cross-eyed Woodrow, comes to live with
his grandparents on the finest residential street in town; and 12-year-old Gypsy, his cousin who lives next
door and narrates the story, is glad to get to know him. Like everyone else, sheis curious about his mother;
but Woodrow will only tell her afantastic story about a magical place. Nevertheless, the girl comesto
admire her cousin for the way he uses his superior intelligence and pleasant personality to adapt to amore
affluent life, fend off rude questions about his mother, and handle the local bully. Gypsy seemsto lead an
idyllic life, but when a schoolmate puts a face on her recurring nightmare, she collapsesin the rush of long-
repressed sorrow. White paints a vivid picture of small town Appalachiain the 1950s, from the ostracism of
ablind "sin eater" to the preening of social "wannabes." Characterization is superb. Gypsy's evolving
understanding of her late father's values and her stepfather's virtuesis especially well done. White's
message?that there is no protection for any of us from pain, only avariety of waysto handleit?s delivered
with just right dollops of humor and love. What's important, as Gypsy's grandmother putsit, isto let our true
selves shine. A delightful read by areal truth teller.?Cindy Darling Codell, Clark Middle Schoal,
Winchester, KY

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Mary Kenney:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Belle Prater's Boy. Try to stumble through book Belle Prater's Boy as your
friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Jason Cook:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Belle Prater's Boy can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free
time problems.

Faye Pear son:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Belle Prater's Boy
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Frances McK ay:

Someindividuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Belle Prater's Boy to make your own
reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially.
It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open abook and learn it. Beside that the book Belle Prater's
Boy can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their
time.
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