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Comparative Causal Mapping: The CMAP3 Method, by Mauri Laukkanen and
Mingde Wang, is an introduction to the conceptual backgrounds of causal
(cognitive) mapping and to the typical methods in comparative and composite
causal mapping, based on either interview or questionnaire primary data or on
secondary documentary data. The discussed CCM research is supported by
CMAP3, a freely downloadable (www.uef.fi/cmap3) Windows software platform
for CCM studies. The book has three parts. The first discusses the theoretical
underpinnings and methodological issues in causal mapping including the target
phenomena and different interpretations of causal maps/mapping, the motives for
using CCM methods and the criteria of method selection. The second part
focuses on the technical aspects of using CMAP3 in typical CCM research. The
third part presents three CCM study cases: a classical document-based study; a
semi-structured interview-based (SIM) study; and a methodological study
comparing SIM with an electronically administered structured hybrid CCM
approach. In addition to demonstrating CCM practices, they suggest that different
methods produce divergent results and are thus not substitutable. The research
task should determine which CCM approach is appropriate. The book will appeal
to both academic and professional audiences, in particular to doctoral students
and experienced researchers looking for new topics and method approaches, but
also to practitioners in fields such as management and organization studies,
organizational development, public policy and education, and knowledge
management.
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Comparative Causal Mapping: The CMAP3 Method, by Mauri Laukkanen and Mingde Wang, is an
introduction to the conceptual backgrounds of causal (cognitive) mapping and to the typical methods in
comparative and composite causal mapping, based on either interview or questionnaire primary data or on
secondary documentary data. The discussed CCM research is supported by CMAP3, a freely downloadable
(www.uef.fi/cmap3) Windows software platform for CCM studies. The book has three parts. The first
discusses the theoretical underpinnings and methodological issues in causal mapping including the target
phenomena and different interpretations of causal maps/mapping, the motives for using CCM methods and
the criteria of method selection. The second part focuses on the technical aspects of using CMAP3 in typical
CCM research. The third part presents three CCM study cases: a classical document-based study; a semi-
structured interview-based (SIM) study; and a methodological study comparing SIM with an electronically
administered structured hybrid CCM approach. In addition to demonstrating CCM practices, they suggest
that different methods produce divergent results and are thus not substitutable. The research task should
determine which CCM approach is appropriate. The book will appeal to both academic and professional
audiences, in particular to doctoral students and experienced researchers looking for new topics and method
approaches, but also to practitioners in fields such as management and organization studies, organizational
development, public policy and education, and knowledge management.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This book is the perfect gateway to causal mapping. Its hands-on approach will be invaluable for graduate
students and scholars alike.' Daniela Stockmann, Leiden University, the Netherlands 'This text has much to
offer for both beginners and advanced practitioners of comparative causal mapping. It provides a thorough
and systematic overview of the field with useful tips for researchers. An excellent addition to the
methodologist's tool-kit.' Catherine Cassell, Leeds University Business School, UK 'This book presents in a
highly accessible yet scholarly form, an introduction to the theory and practice of comparative (cognitive)
causal mapping (CCM), centred on the authors' CMAP3 software. Although the authors' main focus is on
their own particular approach, there are many useful insights and lessons for all users of CCM techniques,
novices and experienced users alike.' --Gerard P. Hodgkinson, University of Warwick, UK

About the Author
Mauri Laukkanen is Professor emeritus of the University of Eastern Finland, Department of Business,
Kuopio Campus. He received his PhD (DBA) at the Helsinki School of Economics in 1989. He served at the
HSE (now Aalto University Business School) and the Universities of Vaasa and JyvÃ¤skylÃ¤ before UEF,
where he helped found and headed the present Department of Business in 1995-2002. His research interests
include entrepreneurship in local economic development, organizational cognition and cognitive mapping
methods using CMAP3 software. Mingde Wang is a Marie Curie Fellow in the PRIMO INT Network funded
by the European Commission, and a doctoral student at the Department of Politics and International
Relations, University of Oxford. He received his master’s degree in International Relations from Leiden
University, and was a lecturer of East Asian relations in the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg. His research
focuses on international politics and political psychology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leonard Parnell:

This book untitled Comparative Causal Mapping: The CMAP3 Method to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Orlando Bush:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.



When you read this Comparative Causal Mapping: The CMAP3 Method, it is possible to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a publication.

Nathan Wilson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Comparative Causal
Mapping: The CMAP3 Method which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Ryan Connors:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Comparative Causal Mapping: The
CMAP3 Method can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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