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roles as wives, mothers, household managers, laborers, rebels, and, ultimately, critical forces in shaping the
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This study of American women in the 17th and 18th centuries by historian Carol Berkin gives close attention
to the lives of several women like Mary, who was brought to Virginia as a slave in 1622. She married
another African, Antonio, and over the course of their 40-year marriage, they earned their freedom and
established a 250-acre plantation before moving to Maryland in search of new land. Other black women were
not so lucky and, as time progressed, laws restricting black freedom were codified. This study uses legal and
other types of records to illuminate the lives and experiences of these and other black, white, and Native
American women.

From Publishers Weekly
This academic study by Berkin (Women of America: A History), a history professor at Baruch College in
New York City, examines the lives of 17th- and 18th-century women from a feminist perspective that
focuses on gender and class. Employing excellent research skills, the author documents the lives of white as
well as Native American and African American women in their diverse roles as wives, mothers, widows,
employed workers and slaves. Although the complexity of the subject often yields more questions than
answers about how women negotiated their lives, Berkin has made a notable contribution by utilizing recent
scholarship to address family life in the mid-Atlantic and Southern colonies as well as in the much studied
New England settlements. Her analysis of Native American and African American women, as well as of how
the American Revolution affected female roles, is enlightening.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Berkin (history, Baruch Coll.) intends with this scholarly work to broaden our knowledge of women in
Colonial America. Focusing not on famous women like Anne Hutchison but ordinary women from all walks
of life, she examines some of the earliest settlers, including European and African American women. She
discusses different geographic regions and offers excellent insight into everyday life and the role of women
in the American Revolution. Along the way, Berkin explores immigration to the Colonies and the multiple
roles played by women as "housewives" during the era. The final chapter is a bibliographical essay. In sum,
this is a specialized, well-researched work that will appeal to collections in Colonial America and American
studies.?Dorothy Lilly, Grosse Pointe North H.S. Lib., Mich.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julia Hale:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled First Generations: Women in Colonial America. Try to make the book
First Generations: Women in Colonial America as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Beverly Ingram:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. First Generations: Women in Colonial America can be your answer since it
can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

William White:

You can find this First Generations: Women in Colonial America by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.

Samuel Puckett:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's heart or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this First Generations: Women in Colonial America can make you sense
more interested to read.
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