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On a sunny morning in May 1939 a phalanx of 800 women - housewives,
doctors, opera singers, politicians, prostitutes - were marched through the woods
fifty miles north of Berlin, driven on past a shining lake, then herded through
giant gates. Whipping and kicking them were scores of German women guards.
Their destination was Ravensbruck, a concentration camp designed specifically
for women by Heinrich Himmler, prime architect of the Nazi genocide. For
decades the story of Ravensbruck was hidden behind the Iron Curtain and today
is still little known. Using testimony unearthed since the end of the Cold War,
and interviews with survivors who have never spoken before, Helm has ventured
into the heart of the camp, demonstrating for the reader in riveting detail how
easily and quickly the unthinkable horror evolved.
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On a sunny morning in May 1939 a phalanx of 800 women - housewives, doctors, opera singers, politicians,
prostitutes - were marched through the woods fifty miles north of Berlin, driven on past a shining lake, then
herded through giant gates. Whipping and kicking them were scores of German women guards. Their
destination was Ravensbruck, a concentration camp designed specifically for women by Heinrich Himmler,
prime architect of the Nazi genocide. For decades the story of Ravensbruck was hidden behind the Iron
Curtain and today is still little known. Using testimony unearthed since the end of the Cold War, and
interviews with survivors who have never spoken before, Helm has ventured into the heart of the camp,
demonstrating for the reader in riveting detail how easily and quickly the unthinkable horror evolved.
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Editorial Review

Review
Compelling ... [Helm] has painstakingly sought out many survivors and talked to them herself. The results
are devastating ...What one is left with at the end of this momentous book is a sense of the power of human
nature, both for good and evil Independent on Sunday A profoundly moving chronicle Observer An epic feat
of scholarly investigation Spectator Where Helm's history excels is in her refusal to reduce any of the people
in her history to stereotypes. Complexity is respected. She pays attention to the specificities of people's lives,
including their religious beliefs, political aspirations and dreams. Even when discussing brutal female
guards, Helm avoids demonisation -- Joanna Bourke Telegraph Helm has done us all a great service in this
compelling, magisterial volume ... Read this book. Be appalled. Be moved. And be angry that so little action
was taken to help, or to remember, until it was nearly too late. Read it, and weep Jewish Chronicle A sense
of urgency infuses this history, which comes just in time to gather the testimony of the camp's survivors ...
meticulous, unblinking ... [Helm's] book comes not a moment too soon The Economist Splendidly
researched and tremendously moving ... Helm's book, based in part on interviews with survivors, is a model
of sensitivity and seriousness Sunday Times 'Helm is a tireless researcher: she has recovered the testimony of
scores of women... She makes unimaginable suffering seem almost graspable through hundreds of intimate
stories. She rightly says that her book is the first exhaustive 'biography of Ravensbruck beginning at the
beginning and ending at the end'.' -- Thomas Laqueur Guardian

About the Author
Sarah Helm was a reporter on the Sunday Times and Diplomatic Editor for the Independent before becoming
Jerusalem and then Brussels correspondent for the same paper. A Life in Secrets was her first book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled If This Is A Woman:
Inside Ravensbruck: Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Donovan Houseman:

The experience that you get from If This Is A Woman: Inside Ravensbruck: Hitler's Concentration Camp for
Women is a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but If This Is A Woman: Inside Ravensbruck:
Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase



well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of If This Is A Woman: Inside Ravensbruck:
Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women instantly.

Paul Steinbach:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you is If This Is A Woman: Inside Ravensbruck: Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Nancy Brown:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. With the book If This Is A Woman: Inside Ravensbruck: Hitler's Concentration Camp for
Women we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to
read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life with that book If This Is A Woman: Inside Ravensbruck: Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women. You
can more appealing than now.
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