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Loss is the core experience which determines the identity of Kazuo Ishiguro's
narrators and shapes their subsequent lives. Whether a traumatic ordeal, an act of
social degradation, a failed relationship or a loss of home, the painful event
serves as a sharp dividing line between the earlier, meaningful past and the
period afterwards, which is infused with a sense of lack, dissatisfaction and
nostalgia. Ishiguro's narrators have been unable to confine their loss to the past
and remain preoccupied by its legacy, which ranges from suppressed guilt to a
keen sense of failure or disappointment. Their immersion in the past finds
expression in the narratives which they weave in order to articulate, justify or
merely understand their experiences. Their reconstructions of the past are
interpreted as exercises in misremembering and self-deception which enable
them to sustain their illusions and save them from despair. Revisiting Loss is the
first book-length study of memory encompassing Ishiguro's entire novelistic
output. It adopts a highly interdisciplinary approach, combining a selection of
philosophical (Jacques Derrida, Paul Ricoeur, and Jean Starobinski) and
psychological perspectives (Sigmund Freud, Frederic Bartlett, Jacques Lacan,
and Daniel L. Schacter). The book offers a thoroughly researched critical survey
drawing on all published critical monographs and collections of academic articles
on Ishiguro's work.
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Loss is the core experience which determines the identity of Kazuo Ishiguro's narrators and shapes their
subsequent lives. Whether a traumatic ordeal, an act of social degradation, a failed relationship or a loss of
home, the painful event serves as a sharp dividing line between the earlier, meaningful past and the period
afterwards, which is infused with a sense of lack, dissatisfaction and nostalgia. Ishiguro's narrators have been
unable to confine their loss to the past and remain preoccupied by its legacy, which ranges from suppressed
guilt to a keen sense of failure or disappointment. Their immersion in the past finds expression in the
narratives which they weave in order to articulate, justify or merely understand their experiences. Their
reconstructions of the past are interpreted as exercises in misremembering and self-deception which enable
them to sustain their illusions and save them from despair. Revisiting Loss is the first book-length study of
memory encompassing Ishiguro's entire novelistic output. It adopts a highly interdisciplinary approach,
combining a selection of philosophical (Jacques Derrida, Paul Ricoeur, and Jean Starobinski) and
psychological perspectives (Sigmund Freud, Frederic Bartlett, Jacques Lacan, and Daniel L. Schacter). The
book offers a thoroughly researched critical survey drawing on all published critical monographs and
collections of academic articles on Ishiguro's work.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Wojciech Drag's monograph is an informative and thorough work on the nature of trauma and its
(un)narratability, while it is also a sensitive analysis of the intricate connections between Ishiguro's novels
and the untold signs of loss." Anna Petnehazi University of Debrecen Hungarian Journal of English and
American Studies, 23:1 (2017) "Kazuo Ishiguro is one of today's finest and most human of writers, and his
fiction is fuelled by the intricacies memory plays in our lives and identities. Wojciech Drag's study is an
incisive analysis of the complex problems surrounding memory, history and trauma which Ishiguro's
narratives put to the reader. Drag's comprehensive theoretical account of memory is impressive to say the
least, whilst the textual analysis is original and insightful. This book is a welcome addition to Ishiguro
scholarship, and should find the wide academic readership it deserves." Sebastian Groes Senior Lecturer in
English Literature, University of Roehampton; co-editor of Kazuo Ishiguro: Contemporary Critical
Perspectives "This well-researched study offers a new perspective on the relations between the experience of
trauma and the workings of memory. Drawing on theoretical approaches to loss and trauma, Wojciech Drag
traces the fates of Ishiguro's anguished protagonists torn between conflicting urges: to forget and to
remember, to know and not to know, to come to terms with the loss and to forever nurse their wound."
Krystyna Stamirowska Professor of English Literature, Jagiellonian University, Cracow

About the Author
Wojciech Drag holds a PhD in English Literature and is currently a Lecturer at Wroclaw University in
Poland. Most of his publications have focused on the contemporary novel, particularly on the work of Kazuo
Ishiguro, Julian Barnes, John Banville and J. M. Coetzee.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Nebeker:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely Revisiting Loss: Memory, Trauma and Nostalgia in the Novels of Kazuo
Ishiguro.

Nellie Nelson:

This Revisiting Loss: Memory, Trauma and Nostalgia in the Novels of Kazuo Ishiguro is great reserve for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or
we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive



delivering sentences. Having Revisiting Loss: Memory, Trauma and Nostalgia in the Novels of Kazuo
Ishiguro in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Andrew Spivey:

Beside this Revisiting Loss: Memory, Trauma and Nostalgia in the Novels of Kazuo Ishiguro in your phone,
it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Revisiting Loss: Memory, Trauma and Nostalgia in the Novels of
Kazuo Ishiguro because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Margaret Holt:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
the book Revisiting Loss: Memory, Trauma and Nostalgia in the Novels of Kazuo Ishiguro we can acquire
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
Revisiting Loss: Memory, Trauma and Nostalgia in the Novels of Kazuo Ishiguro. You can more pleasing
than now.
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