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For generations the elements of humor, poignancy, fantasy, and unfettered
morality found within acclaimed children’s author Roald Dahl’s most famous
tales have captivated both children and adults. Classics like Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Fantastic Mr. Fox, Matilda, and
The BFG may initially appear to be yarns spun for the amusement of the
adolescent mind, however, upon digging deeper one uncovers a treasure trove of
philosophical richness that is anything but childish, but in fact reveals the true
existential weight, and multi-layered meaning of some of our favorite children’s
stories. Editor Jacob M. Held has collected the insights of today’s leading
philosophers into the significances, messages, and greater truths at which Dahl’s
rhythmic writing winks, revealing a whole new way to appreciate the creation of
a man and mind to which readers of all ages are still drawn.
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For generations the elements of humor, poignancy, fantasy, and unfettered morality found within acclaimed
children’s author Roald Dahl’s most famous tales have captivated both children and adults. Classics like
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Fantastic Mr. Fox, Matilda, and The BFG
may initially appear to be yarns spun for the amusement of the adolescent mind, however, upon digging
deeper one uncovers a treasure trove of philosophical richness that is anything but childish, but in fact
reveals the true existential weight, and multi-layered meaning of some of our favorite children’s stories.
Editor Jacob M. Held has collected the insights of today’s leading philosophers into the significances,
messages, and greater truths at which Dahl’s rhythmic writing winks, revealing a whole new way to
appreciate the creation of a man and mind to which readers of all ages are still drawn.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is a masterful look at Roald Dahl's enduring stories, and engages with the wisdom of the ages
about dealing with great difficulty, making the best of where we are, and creating our own inner character as
we stare into the abyss of challenge and uncertainty in the world. It will be sure to delight any fan of these
popular and fantastical tales. (Tom Morris, author of Philosophy for Dummies and If Aristotle Ran General
Motors)

Willy Wonka and Kant; Matilda and Camus; James Henry Trotter and Kierkegaard? Odd as these pairings
may seem, Roald Dahl and Philosophy shows us that Dahl's fictional characters have a lot in common with
these famous philosophers. Readers of this book will be both startled and excited to learn that kids' books
have an unimagined philosophical and existential depth. Pick up a copy and see! (Thomas Wartenberg,
Professor of Philosophy, Mt. Holyoke College)

There are those who contend that the stories that entertained us in our childhood are not appropriate objects
of philosophical analysis. Roald Dahl and Philosophy challenges this view by offering a wide array of
insightful and eminently philosophical essays on classics in the Dahl canon. Addressing well-known works
such as James and the Giant Peach and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory as well lesser known ones such as
The Witches, Jacob Held and his contributors draw compelling connections between Dahl’s works and
works by canonical figures in philosophy including Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, Immanuel Kant, David Hume,
John Locke, Soren Kierkegaard, Albert Camus, Michel Foucault, and John Rawls. Examining, among others,
how Dahl’s work relates to conversations regarding humanism, horror, distributive justice, gender norms,
and existential authenticity, Held and his colleagues literally open a new avenue of access to Dahl’s work,
augmenting the delight these works brought us in our childhood, and enhancing our appreciation of this
beloved author and his work. (Jennifer L. McMahon, author of The Philosophy of Tim Burton)

[A]n invigorating roundtable discussion. (Publishers Weekly)

About the Author
Jacob M. Held is associate professor in the Department of Philosophy and Religion at the University of
Central Arkansas. He is the editor of Dr. Seuss and Philosophy: Oh, the Thinks You Can Think! R&L 2011.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terrance Oneal:

This Roald Dahl and Philosophy: A Little Nonsense Now and Then book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This Roald Dahl and Philosophy: A Little Nonsense Now and Then
without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always
be worry Roald Dahl and Philosophy: A Little Nonsense Now and Then can bring if you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even



phone. This Roald Dahl and Philosophy: A Little Nonsense Now and Then having great arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Alexander Ray:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Roald Dahl and Philosophy: A Little
Nonsense Now and Then is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Julie Berkey:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Roald Dahl
and Philosophy: A Little Nonsense Now and Then, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Roberta Lawrence:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Roald Dahl and Philosophy: A Little
Nonsense Now and Then is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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