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For those at the high end of the trafficking chain, the sex tradeis an alluring and
lucrative business: the supply of girlsis constant, the costs of operations are low,
and interference from law enforcement is weak to non-existent. Anti-trafficking
organizations and governments commonly appropriate such market metaphors of
supply and demand as they struggle with the moral-political dimensions of a
business involving trade, labor, prostitution, migration, and national borders. But
how apt are they? Is the sex trade really the perfect business? This provocative
new book examines the social worlds and interrelationships of traffickers,
victims, and trafficking activists along the Thai-Lao border. It explores local
efforts to reconcile international legal concepts, the bureaucratic prescriptions of
aid organizations, and global development ideol ogies with on-the-ground
realities of sexua commerce.

Author Sverre Molland provides an insider’ s view of recruitment and sex
commerce gleaned from countless conversations and interviews in bars and
brothel s?a view that complicates popular stereotypes of women forced or duped
into prostitution by organized crime. Molland’ s fine-grained ethnography shows
amuch more varied picture of friends recruiting friends, and families helping
relatives. A recruiter rationalizes her act as a benefit or favor to avillage friend;
relationships between prostitutes and bar owners are cloaked in kin terms and
familial metaphors. Sex work in the Mekong region follows patron-client cultural
scripts about mutual help and obligation, which makes distinguishing the victims
from the traffickers difficult. Molland’ s research illuminates the methods and
motivations of recruiters as well as the economic incentives and predicaments of
victims.

The Perfect Business? is the first book to go beyond the usual focus on migrants
and sex commerce to explore the ingtitutional context of anti-trafficking. Its
author, himself aformer advisor for a United Nations anti-trafficking project,
raises crucial guestions about how an increasingly globalized development aid
sector responds to what might more accurately be described as an extraterritorial
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development challenge of human mobility. His book will offer insightsto
students and scholars in anthropology, gender studies, and human geography, as
well as anyone interested in one of the most controversial issues of development

policy.
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For those at the high end of the trafficking chain, the sex trade is an alluring and lucrative business: the
supply of girlsis constant, the costs of operations are low, and interference from law enforcement is weak to
non-existent. Anti-trafficking organizations and governments commonly appropriate such market metaphors
of supply and demand as they struggle with the moral-political dimensions of a businessinvolving trade,
labor, prostitution, migration, and national borders. But how apt are they? |s the sex trade really the perfect
business? This provocative new book examines the social worlds and interrel ationships of traffickers,
victims, and trafficking activists along the Thai-Lao border. It explores local efforts to reconcile international
legal concepts, the bureaucratic prescriptions of aid organizations, and global devel opment ideologies with
on-the-ground realities of sexual commerce.

Author Sverre Molland provides an insider’ s view of recruitment and sex commerce gleaned from countless
conversations and interviews in bars and brothel s?a view that complicates popular stereotypes of women
forced or duped into prostitution by organized crime. Molland’ s fine-grained ethnography shows a much
more varied picture of friends recruiting friends, and families helping relatives. A recruiter rationalizes her
act as a benefit or favor to avillage friend; relationships between prostitutes and bar owners are cloaked in
kin terms and familial metaphors. Sex work in the Mekong region follows patron-client cultural scripts about
mutual help and obligation, which makes distinguishing the victims from the traffickers difficult. Molland's
research illuminates the methods and motivations of recruiters as well as the economic incentives and
predicaments of victims.

The Perfect Business? isthe first book to go beyond the usual focus on migrants and sex commerce to
explore the ingtitutional context of anti-trafficking. Its author, himself aformer advisor for a United Nations
anti-trafficking project, raises crucial questions about how an increasingly globalized development aid sector
responds to what might more accurately be described as an extraterritorial development challenge of human
mobility. His book will offer insights to students and scholars in anthropol ogy, gender studies, and human
geography, as well as anyone interested in one of the most controversial issues of development policy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Sverre Molland is lecturer in anthropology (development studies) at The Australian National University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Laura Dupont:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the
Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) book is readable by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The Perfect Business?
Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory)
content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different such asit. So, do you nonethel ess thinking The Perfect Business? Anti-
Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Gary Lopez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with good friendsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Perfect Business? Anti-
Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Palitics, Meaning, and Memory), it is
possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang-
out typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Timothy Hardy:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking
and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can give you alot of
good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? L et's have The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along
the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory).



Judy Newberry:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. Aswe know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning, and Memory) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being
creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end
up being doubt to change your life with that book The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade
along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory). Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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