
The Resilience of the Latin American Right

From Johns Hopkins University Press

The Resilience of the Latin American Right From Johns Hopkins University
Press

Since the late 1990s, when Latin American countries began making a "turn to the
left," political parties and candidates on the right end of the partisan spectrum
have had a difficult time achieving electoral success. Although the left turn can
be seen as a natural reaction to the public’s general dissatisfaction with the
conservative modernization policies of the 1980s and 1990s, left-of-center
politics are by no means permanent. In The Resilience of the Latin American
Right, Juan Pablo Luna and Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser seek to "right" this view
by explaining the strategies conservative political parties have used to maintain a
foothold in the region’s electoral and governance processes.

The editors provide an analytical framework for conceptualizing the right that
works for both historic and contemporary politics, and the volume’s contributors
use the framework to evaluate right-of-center political activity across the
continent. They find that conservative forces are pursuing a range of adaptive
strategies, including nonelectroral and nonpartisan tactics. The book’s four
thematic sections include an analysis of parties and elections in Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Peru, and
Venezuela.

Students and scholars of both Latin American politics and comparative politics
will find The Resilience of the Latin American Right of vital interest.
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Although the left turn can be seen as a natural reaction to the public’s general dissatisfaction with the
conservative modernization policies of the 1980s and 1990s, left-of-center politics are by no means
permanent. In The Resilience of the Latin American Right, Juan Pablo Luna and Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser
seek to "right" this view by explaining the strategies conservative political parties have used to maintain a
foothold in the region’s electoral and governance processes.

The editors provide an analytical framework for conceptualizing the right that works for both historic and
contemporary politics, and the volume’s contributors use the framework to evaluate right-of-center political
activity across the continent. They find that conservative forces are pursuing a range of adaptive strategies,
including nonelectroral and nonpartisan tactics. The book’s four thematic sections include an analysis of
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Students and scholars of both Latin American politics and comparative politics will find The Resilience of
the Latin American Right of vital interest.
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Editorial Review

Review

Latin America specialists love studying the left, but neglect the right?although the right often plays an
important political role. By offering the most well-researched, comprehensive, and interesting analysis of
rightwing forces, movements, and parties in many years, Luna and Rovira Kaltwasser’s collection takes a
major step toward filling this striking gap in the literature. Highly recommended!

(Kurt Weyland, University of Texas at Austin)

Juan Pablo Luna and Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser make an important and timely contribution to comparative
politics and to contemporary scholarship on Latin America. This is a theoretically rich and empirically
ambitious volume, with contributions from top U.S. and Latin American scholars. At a time when studies of
the left are proliferating in the discipline, this volume provides a needed new perspective on how the right
has played a key role in shaping contemporary Latin American politics.

(Edward L. Gibson, Northwestern University)

The Resilience of the Latin American Right makes a timely contribution to our understanding of a chronically
under-studied subject. Luna and Rovira Kaltwasser provide a useful new conceptualization of what it means
to be 'right' in contemporary Latin America. More than any other existing study, the volume explores a range
of issues that are critical to understanding the trajectory of right wing parties in Latin America’s democratic
era, including the causes of traditional conservative party decline, the striking failure of most right wing
parties to turn the favorable conditions created by the Washington Consensus into longer-term partisan gains,
and the diverse strategies pursued by right wing forces during the post-2000 'left turn.' The volume also
highlights some surprising (but important) sources of new right party-building, including personalistic
leadership and authoritarian inheritance. This book will quickly find its way onto many reading lists. I
learned much from it.

(Steven Levitsky, Harvard University)

How has the political right reacted to the current 'turn to the left' in Latin America? This fascinating
collection offers us carefully crafted answers from throughout the continent, enlightening us about a range of
activities that will shape the quality of democracy for Latin Americans for years to come. This is a highly
original and conceptually sophisticated analysis of actors who merit much more attention than they’ve
received thus far and is essential reading for anyone who seeks to understand the full implications of the
conservative modernization initiatives of the recent past.

(Nancy Bermeo, Oxford University)

Clearly, any understanding of contemporary Latin American politics requires a re-examination of the
traditional left-right divide?and this book fills a gaping hole.



(Timothy J. Powers Americas Quarterly)

A valuable, wide-ranging survey of the region's understudied right-wing parties, personalities, and programs.

(Richard Feinberg Foreign Affairs)

The Resilience of the Latin American Right fills a void in the literature on Latin American politics by
presenting a systematic analysis of conservative rule and influence outside of government.

(Choice)

About the Author

Juan Pablo Luna is an associate professor and director of graduate studies at the Instituto de Ciencia
Política, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile. Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser is an associate professor at
the School of Political Science, Diego Portales University (Chile).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Duda:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Resilience of the Latin American Right
ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The e-book The Resilience of the Latin American Right is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book The Resilience of the
Latin American Right. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jennifer Bell:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Resilience of the Latin American Right.

Lola Taylor:

This The Resilience of the Latin American Right is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some



information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Resilience of the Latin American Right
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also
knowledge.

Nicholas Buchanan:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is The Resilience of the Latin American Right. This book which is qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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