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American folk musicians Ry Cooder and Tgj Mahal, once musical partners, have
had careers which are at once conservative and innovative, imbuing the best of
folk traditions with their own powerful style. In The Unbroken Circle, Fred
Metting challenges the musical labels that often bind artists as he explores the
inspirational sources behind these two men. Cooder was influenced by ragtime-
blues, bottleneck gospel blues, Nortefio music, as well as epic folk ballads. Mahal
surrounded himself with Afro-Caribbean music, Chicago blues and Hawaiian
music. Both of these artists created a collage from these sources, resisting
categories and always driving for the emotional center of the musical experience.

Metting traces the parallels between the two, in their careers and their musical
backgrounds. He demonstrates how American music transcends classification,
finding definition in its very fluidity. The result of astudy such asthisis not only
arespect for the earlier musical sources, but also a desire to continue the tradition
of adaptation and change. The Unbroken Circleis abook well-suited for music
students, American folklorists, and fans of the musicians profiled.
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American folk musicians Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal, once musical partners, have had careers which are at
once conservative and innovative, imbuing the best of folk traditions with their own powerful style. In The
Unbroken Circle, Fred Metting challenges the musical labels that often bind artists as he explores the
inspirational sources behind these two men. Cooder was influenced by ragtime-blues, bottleneck gospel
blues, Nortefio music, aswell as epic folk ballads. Mahal surrounded himself with Afro-Caribbean music,
Chicago blues and Hawaiian music. Both of these artists created a collage from these sources, resisting
categories and always driving for the emotional center of the musical experience.

Metting traces the parallels between the two, in their careers and their musical backgrounds. He demonstrates
how American music transcends classification, finding definition in its very fluidity. The result of a study
such asthisis not only arespect for the earlier musical sources, but also a desire to continue the tradition of
adaptation and change. The Unbroken Circle is a book well-suited for music students, American folklorists,
and fans of the musicians profiled.
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Editorial Review

Review
It's an interesting premise, and Metting offers alot of information and makes some thought-provoking
points...the source material he usesiswell researched and thoroughly footnoted. (Dirty Linen)

...thisis areadable and wide-ranging study, which delves into the music of New Orleans, Memphis and the
Caribbean, as well as the roots-rock mainstream. (Record Collector)

It isascholarly study...The author's love for the music is obvious and his descriptions are bang on...an in-
depth study of two master musicians, in the context of the American tradition in which they began and the
wider traditions in which they continue. It is awork well worth reading. (Greenman Review)

About the Author
Fred Metting is Associate Professor of English at the University of New Hampshire at Manchester, where
he teaches a variety of literature, composition, and humanities courses.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sharon Bufkin:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Weéll, probably you'll have this The Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder
and Taj Maha (American Folk Music and Musicians Series).

Gregory Rivera:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal (American Folk Music
and Musicians Series) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The
Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Tgj Maha (American Folk Music
and Musicians Series) giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern hereis
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



M ar shall Jackson:

Beside that The Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Tgj Maha
(American Folk Music and Musicians Series) in your phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here isfresh in the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an old people livein narrow village. It is good thing to have The Unbroken
Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Tg) Mahal (American Folk Music and
Musicians Series) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from today!

Cody Chenault:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the
Music of Ry Cooder and Tgf Mahal (American Folk Music and Musicians Series) can give you alot of good
friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So,
why hesitate? Let me have The Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and
Taj Maha (American Folk Music and Musicians Series).
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