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Not so long ago we timed our lives by the movement of the sun. These days our
time arrives atomically and insistently, and our lives are propelled by the notion
that we will never have enough of the one thing we crave the most. How have we
come to be dominated by something so arbitrary?

The compelling storiesin this book explore our obsessions with time. An
Englishman arrives back from Calcutta but refuses to adjust his watch.

Beethoven has his symphonic wishesignored. A moment of war isfrozen
forever. The timetable arrives by steam train. A woman designs a ten-hour clock
and reinvents the calendar. Roger Bannister becomes stuck in the same four
minutes forever. A British watchmaker competes with mighty Switzerland. And a
prince attempts to stop timein its tracks.

Timekeepersisavivid exploration of the ways we have perceived, contained and
saved time over the last 250 years, narrated in the highly inventive and
entertaining style that bestselling author Simon Garfield is fast making his own.
As managing time becomes the greatest challenge we face in our lives, this
multi-layered history helps us tackle it in a sparkling new light.
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Not so long ago we timed our lives by the movement of the sun. These days our time arrives atomically and
insistently, and our lives are propelled by the notion that we will never have enough of the one thing we
crave the most. How have we come to be dominated by something so arbitrary?

The compelling stories in this book explore our obsessions with time. An Englishman arrives back from
Calcutta but refuses to adjust his watch. Beethoven has his symphonic wishesignored. A moment of war is
frozen forever. The timetable arrives by steam train. A woman designs a ten-hour clock and reinvents the
calendar. Roger Bannister becomes stuck in the same four minutes forever. A British watchmaker competes
with mighty Switzerland. And a prince attempts to stop time in its tracks.

Timekeepersisavivid exploration of the ways we have perceived, contained and saved time over the last
250 years, narrated in the highly inventive and entertaining style that bestselling author Simon Garfield is
fast making his own. As managing time becomes the greatest challenge we face in our lives, this multi-
layered history helps ustackleit in a sparkling new light.
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Editorial Review

Review

Digressive, gossipy, thoughtful and thoroughly entertaining ... Simon Garfield is an exuberant truffle-hound
of the recondite and delightful factoid * The Sunday Times* Thoroughly enjoyable and illuminating ...
Stuffed with fascinating material * Observer * A sort of museum between hard covers. Timekeepersis as
good as pop history gets* Sunday Express* Time well spent ... Simon Garfield has made his name as an
author who can spin fascinating narratives out of subjects that seem, on the face of it, narrow to the point of
being dull * Financial Times* Scholarly but jokey, with amagpi€'s appetite for glittering trivia, Garfield is
as eager to amuse asto inform, and achieves both * Telegraph * An eclectic collection of explorations of our
relationshipswith time ... Very readable * The Times* Delightful * Sunday Telegraph * Delightful ...
Glorioudy funny ... Garfield has an astonishing capacity for meticulous research and a wonderful ability to
select the best stories to entertain us* Daily Express* Engaging ... Engrossing * Mail on Sunday * In this
book, brilliant cultural historian Simon Garfield assembles a host of intriguing characters who have tried to
bend time to their own rules, and questions how we came to be ruled by something so arbitrary * Elle *
Garfield's anecdotal, science-friendly book explores the tyranny of time and our desire to control it * Saga*
There could be no better guide than Simon Garfield for thisjourney into time and its meaning for our lives.
From the assembly line to the French Revolution, he covers the quirks of the clock with insight and wry
enthusiasm. A riveting, educational read -- DANIEL PINK, author of Drive

About the Author

Simon Garfield is the author of seventeen acclaimed books of non-fiction including A Notable Woman (as
editor), To the Letter, On the Map, Just My Type and Mauve. His study of AIDSin Britain, The End of
Innocence, won the Somerset Maugham prize. www.simongarfield.com

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Edward White:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Timekeepers: How
the World Became Obsessed With Time? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Michael Carr:

The book Timekeepers. How the World Became Obsessed With Time make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Timekeepers: How the World Became Obsessed With Time for being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. You



can know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Timekeepers: How the World Became
Obsessed With Time. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some
others. So, how do you think about this guide?

Opal Moffett:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Timekeepers: How the World Became
Obsessed With Time is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Orville Hightower:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several waysto share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Timekeepers: How the World Became Obsessed With Time, it is possible to tells your family, friendsin
addition to soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.
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