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Scholars have widely acknowledged the persistent ambival ence with which the
Japanese religious traditions treat women. Much existing scholarship depicts
Japan’ s religious traditions as mere means of oppression. But this view raises a
guestion: How have ambivalent and even misogynistic religious discourses on
gender still come to inspire devotion and emulation among women?

In Women in Japanese Religions, Barbara R. Ambros examines the roles that
women have played in the religions of Japan. An important corrective to more
common male-centered narratives of Japanese religious history, this text presents
asynthetic long view of Japanese religions from a distinct angle that has
typically been discounted in standard survey accounts of Japanese religions.

Drawing on adiverse collection of writings by and about women, Ambros argues
that ambivalent religious discourses in Japan have not simply subordinated
women but also given them religious resources to pursue their own interests and
agendas. Comprising nine chapters organized chronologically, the book begins
with the archeological evidence of fertility cults and the early shamanic ruler
Himiko in prehistoric Japan and ends with an examination of the influence of
feminism and demographic changes on religious practices during the “lost
decades’ of the post-1990 era. By viewing Japanese religious history through the
eyes of women, Women in Japanese Religions presents a new narrative that
offers strikingly different vistas of Japan’s pluralistic traditions than the received
accounts that foreground male religious figures and male-dominated institutions.
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Scholars have widely acknowledged the persistent ambivalence with which the Japanese religious traditions
treat women. Much existing scholarship depicts Japan’ s religious traditions as mere means of oppression.
But this view raises a question: How have ambivalent and even misogynistic religious discourses on gender
still come to inspire devotion and emulation among women?

In Women in Japanese Religions, Barbara R. Ambros examines the roles that women have played in the
religions of Japan. An important corrective to more common male-centered narratives of Japanese religious
history, this text presents a synthetic long view of Japanese religions from a distinct angle that has typically
been discounted in standard survey accounts of Japanese religions.

Drawing on a diverse collection of writings by and about women, Ambros argues that ambivalent religious
discourses in Japan have not simply subordinated women but also given them religious resources to pursue
their own interests and agendas. Comprising nine chapters organized chronologically, the book begins with
the archeological evidence of fertility cults and the early shamanic ruler Himiko in prehistoric Japan and
ends with an examination of the influence of feminism and demographic changes on religious practices
during the “lost decades’ of the post-1990 era. By viewing Japanese religious history through the eyes of
women, Women in Japanese Religions presents a new narrative that offers strikingly different vistas of
Japan’s pluralistic traditions than the received accounts that foreground male religious figures and male-
dominated institutions.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This concise volume provides a nuanced account of Japanese women'’ s religious activities from ancient
times to the present. Attentive to social context, historical change, and Japan’ sreligious diversity, Barbara
Ambros explores the complex ways in which religious ideas and practices have both constrained women and
also offered them opportunities to advance their own goals and interests. This book challenges entrenched
stereotypes and makes significant strides in redressing the androcentric biases of earlier scholarship. It will
benefit both students and specialists and encourage rethinking of Japanese religions from a gendered
perspective."-Jacqueline Stone,Princeton University

“There is no doubt Women in Japanese Religions by Barbara R. Ambros is awelcome resource for students
at the introductory level who want to understand Japanese religion and women. Questions for discussion are
included at the end of the book, which will be of use to instructors as well.”-Reading Religions

“ The book’ s contents are well balanced, covering a variety of important primary sources with well-known,
historicized, and recent acclaimed scholarship in the study of Japanese religions and women'’s history. In
doing so, the book offers not only a thought-provoking and nuanced narrative but also draws attention to the
striking historical facts and long-term trends that no doubt will invite further consideration and fruitful
discussionsin class. SQuccinctly written and well edited, this book will suit both upper undergraduate and
graduate coursesin Japanese and East Asian studies, aswell as coursesin world history and religious
studies.” -Journal of Religion in Japan

“Fills several lacunae in the landscape of Japanese religiosity in one volume. Careful research informs
Ambros s thoughtful interpretations of the contributions and significance of women throughout Japanese
history. Scholars and students of Japan, whether of religion, history, anthropology, sociology, or gender
studies, will find that this volume enables them to make more informed analyses in their respective fields.
Ambros's fluid writing style makes this information-rich volume highly accessible and satisfying to read.”-
Paula Arai,author of Bringing Zen Home: The Healing Heart Of Japanese Women's Rituals

"Ambros challenges entrenched stereotypes while providing evidence of fertility cultsin prehistoric Japan
and ends her discussion with an examination of the influence of feminism during the post-1990 era. The
goal of the book isto provide a comprehensive perspective that entails the overarching scope of centuries; in
this Ambros succeeds." -Choice

“[...]1 [S]he...assert[g] in the final sentence of her conclusion that the study of a subject as complex as
religion and gender required a perspective of the long duree and must emphasize ‘ change and diversity in a
specific, culturally bounded context,” which is a project that anthropologists can endorse and

perform.” -Anthropol ogy Review Database

About the Author

Barbara R. Ambrosis Associate Professor of Religious Studies at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. She is the author of Bones of Contention: Animals and Religion in Contemporary Japan and
Emplacing a Pilgrimage: The Oyama Cult and Regional Religion in Early Modern Japan.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donald Gullett:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions). Try to
face the book Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) as your good friend. It means that it can
to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

James Ronquillo:

This book untitled Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) to be one of several books which
best sdller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So thereis no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Sandra L owe:

Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving hisher effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Women in Japanese
Religions (Women in Religions) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Jorge Eaton:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on
thistime, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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