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Shlapentokh undertakes a dispassionate analysis of the ordinary functioning of
the Soviet system from Stalin's death through the Soviet collapse and Russia's
first post-communist decade. Without overlooking its repressive character, he
treats the USSR as a "normal" system that employed both socialist and nationalist
ideologies for the purposes of technological and military modernization,
preservation of empire, and expansion of its geopolitical power. Foregoing the
projection of Western norms and assumptions, he seeks to achieve a clearer
understanding of a civilization that has perplexed its critics and its champions
alike.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The subtitle of this work accurately describes Shlapentokh's thrust more than the contrived title. The author
of 22 books, including The Center Versus the Province: From Submission to Rebellion, Shlapentokh is a
former senior fellow at the Moscow Sociological Institute and currently a sociology professor at Michigan
State University. Here he breaks new historiographical ground, contrasting societies as either "normal" or
"abnormal." This approach allows him to set his own context when evaluating the normalcy of the Soviet
totalitarian state. He does an excellent job of pulling together the period 1985-91, laying the blame for
collapse squarely at the feet of Gorbachev: "What ensued as a result of Mikhail Gorbachev's initial reforms
was brutal irony. Within a few years the fundamentals of the totalitarian society were demolished." Similar
themes are dealt with in Heyward Isham's Russia's Fate Through Russian Eyes (LJ 2/1/01) and Stephen
Shenfield's Russian Fascism (LJ 4/15/01), but Shlapentokh offers the unique perspective of an insider.
Recommended for academic libraries and public libraries with strong Russian collections. Harry Willems,
Southeast Kansas Lib. Syst., Iola
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Payne:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled A
Normal Totalitarian Society: How the Soviet Union Functioned and How it Collapsed? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Kim Salgado:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This A Normal Totalitarian Society:
How the Soviet Union Functioned and How it Collapsed is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tia Sargent:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Normal Totalitarian
Society: How the Soviet Union Functioned and How it Collapsed can be the answer, oh how comes? The



new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Bertha Boone:

You will get this A Normal Totalitarian Society: How the Soviet Union Functioned and How it Collapsed by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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