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This engaging case study of Salasaca, a village in highland Ecuador, examines
indigenous beliefs about writing, such as Day of the Dead name lists,
comparisons with weaving, and a witch who kills people listed in his book of
names. Magical Writing in Salasaca demonstrates that these beliefs reflect
extensive contact with birth certificates, baptism records, and other church and
state documents. Wogan's inquiry into the place of literacy in the Salasacas'
worldview provides a nuanced look at the power relations between elites and
nonelite villagers, at the same time that it imparts an empathetic understanding of
alternative ways of viewing ostensibly familiar aspects of the world. Magical
Writing in Salasaca will appeal to anyone interested in anthropology, literacy,
power, or Latin America.
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This engaging case study of Salasaca, a village in highland Ecuador, examines indigenous beliefs about
writing, such as Day of the Dead name lists, comparisons with weaving, and a witch who kills people listed
in his book of names. Magical Writing in Salasaca demonstrates that these beliefs reflect extensive contact
with birth certificates, baptism records, and other church and state documents. Wogan's inquiry into the place
of literacy in the Salasacas' worldview provides a nuanced look at the power relations between elites and
nonelite villagers, at the same time that it imparts an empathetic understanding of alternative ways of
viewing ostensibly familiar aspects of the world. Magical Writing in Salasaca will appeal to anyone
interested in anthropology, literacy, power, or Latin America.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Wogan is assistant professor of anthropology at Willamette University .

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rina Reese:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Magical Writing In
Salasaca: Literacy And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview Case Studies in Anthropology) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Mark Spears:

This Magical Writing In Salasaca: Literacy And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview Case Studies in
Anthropology) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of
this Magical Writing In Salasaca: Literacy And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview Case Studies in
Anthropology) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Magical Writing In Salasaca: Literacy And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview
Case Studies in Anthropology) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sandra Alexander:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Magical
Writing In Salasaca: Literacy And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview Case Studies in Anthropology)
suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Magical
Writing In Salasaca: Literacy And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview Case Studies in Anthropology)is
the main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This
book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in
this book.



Donna Wright:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Magical Writing In Salasaca: Literacy And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview Case
Studies in Anthropology) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.
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