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Breaking new ground in the study of tragedy, early modern theatre, and literary
London, Metropolitan Tragedy demonstrates that early modern tragedy emerged
from the juncture of radical changes in London’s urban fabric and the city’s
judicial procedures. Marissa Greenberg argues that plays by Shakespeare, Milton,
Massinger, and others rework classical conventions to represent the city as a
locus of suffering and loss while they reflect on actual sources of injustice in
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century London: structural upheaval, imperial
ambition, and political tyranny.

Drawing on a rich archive of printed and manuscript sources, including numerous
images of England’s capital, Greenberg reveals the competing ideas about the
metropolis that mediated responses to theatrical tragedy. The first study of early
modern tragedy as an urban genre, Metropolitan Tragedy advances our
understanding of the intersections between genre and history.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This book will delight anyone who is curious about the early modern history of London, a city that beguiled
locals and visitors alike with fantasies of economic opportunity, political freedom and moral reformation.’

(Penelope Geng Renaissance Quarterly vol 68:03:2016)

‘Metropolitan Tragedy is a valuable piece of scholarship… Highly recommended.’

(J.D. Sharpe Choice Magazine vol 53:03:2015)

Review

“Marissa Greenberg’s fascinating exploration of early modern tragedy in the city of London produces fresh
and original readings of visual prints, religious and polemical tracts, and literary authors from Shakespeare
and Massinger to Milton. Scrupulously researched and lucidly written, the book is an important intervention
in scholarship on early modern tragedy, urban geography, and law, justice, and punishment. Greenberg
brings a welcome consideration of genre to historicist scholarship and breaks new ground with a series of
dazzling juxtapositions of texts and contexts.”

(Laura Knoppers, Department of English, University of Notre Dame)

“Metropolitan Tragedy is a wide-ranging and provocative book that makes major contributions to ongoing
critical conversations in space theory, historicist treatments of early modern drama, and genre theory.”

(James Mardock, Department of English, University of Nevada, Reno)

About the Author
Marissa Greenberg is an assistant professor in the Department of English at the University of New Mexico.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

Here thing why this Metropolitan Tragedy: Genre, Justice, and the City in Early Modern England are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Metropolitan Tragedy: Genre, Justice, and the City in
Early Modern England giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Metropolitan Tragedy: Genre, Justice, and the City in Early
Modern England. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in



bringing the paper book maybe the form of Metropolitan Tragedy: Genre, Justice, and the City in Early
Modern England in e-book can be your option.

Betty Young:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Metropolitan Tragedy:
Genre, Justice, and the City in Early Modern England is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Deanna Marcantel:

Precisely why? Because this Metropolitan Tragedy: Genre, Justice, and the City in Early Modern England is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jessica Seymore:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time
to be learn. Metropolitan Tragedy: Genre, Justice, and the City in Early Modern England can be your answer
as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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