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Six-year-old Gretl Schmidt is on a train bound for Aushwitz. Jakób
Kowalski is planting a bomb on the tracks.

As World War II draws to a close, Jakób fights with the Polish resistance against
the crushing forces of Germany and Russia. They intend to destroy a German
troop transport, but Gretl’s unscheduled train reaches the bomb first.

Gretl is the only survivor. Though spared from the concentration camp, the
orphaned German Jew finds herself lost in a country hostile to her people. When
Jakób discovers her, guilt and fatherly compassion prompt him to take her in. For
three years, the young man and little girl form a bond over the secrets they must
hide from his Catholic family.

But she can’t stay with him forever. Jakób sends Gretl to South Africa, where
German war orphans are promised bright futures with adoptive Protestant
families—so long as Gretl’s Jewish roots, Catholic education, and connections to
communist Poland are never discovered.

Separated by continents, politics, religion, language, and years, Jakób and Gretl
will likely never see each other again. But the events they have both survived and
their belief that the human spirit can triumph over the ravages of war have
formed a bond of love that no circumstances can overcome.
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Six-year-old Gretl Schmidt is on a train bound for Aushwitz. Jakób Kowalski is planting a bomb on
the tracks.

As World War II draws to a close, Jakób fights with the Polish resistance against the crushing forces of
Germany and Russia. They intend to destroy a German troop transport, but Gretl’s unscheduled train reaches
the bomb first.

Gretl is the only survivor. Though spared from the concentration camp, the orphaned German Jew finds
herself lost in a country hostile to her people. When Jakób discovers her, guilt and fatherly compassion
prompt him to take her in. For three years, the young man and little girl form a bond over the secrets they
must hide from his Catholic family.

But she can’t stay with him forever. Jakób sends Gretl to South Africa, where German war orphans are
promised bright futures with adoptive Protestant families—so long as Gretl’s Jewish roots, Catholic
education, and connections to communist Poland are never discovered.

Separated by continents, politics, religion, language, and years, Jakób and Gretl will likely never see each
other again. But the events they have both survived and their belief that the human spirit can triumph over
the ravages of war have formed a bond of love that no circumstances can overcome.
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Editorial Review

Review
' Right from the start, Joubert sets up a palpable, tension-filled atmosphere and visually striking landscape.
Mixing factual events with fiction, Gretl and Jakob offer interesting viewpoints on the world around them.' -
4 1/2 starred (RT Book Reviews)

“Joubert reminds readers how love triumphed over the difficulties faced by WWII survivors as they
navigated new boundaries, revised politics, and the old faith prejudices that defined post-war Europe.” (CBA
Retailers • Resources)

'Readers will adore intrepid Gretl and strong Jakób in this story of war, redemption, and love.” (Publishers
Weekly)

About the Author

International bestselling author Irma Joubert was a history teacher for 35 years before she began writing. Her
stories are known for their deep insight into personal relationships and rich historical detail. She's the author
of eight novels and a regular fixture on bestseller lists in The Netherlands and in her native South Africa. She
is the winner of the 2010 ATKV Prize for Romance Novels. Facebook: irmajoubertpage

No Bio

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Girl From the Train. Try to make the book The Girl From the Train as
your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Kim Gray:

Here thing why that The Girl From the Train are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. The Girl From the Train giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no book that similar with The Girl From the Train. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be



happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Girl From the Train
in e-book can be your choice.

Lisa Chaffee:

The actual book The Girl From the Train has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get
a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Leslie Jasso:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Girl From the Train was colourful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Girl From the Train has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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