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Between the early seventeenth and the mid-nineteenth century, the field of
natural history in Japan separated itself from the discipline of medicine, produced
knowledge that questioned the traditional religious and philosophical
understandings of the world, developed into a system (called honzogaku) that
rivaled Western science in complexity—and then seemingly disappeared. Or did
it? In The Knowledge of Nature and the Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern
Japan, Federico Marcon recounts how Japanese scholars developed a
sophisticated discipline of natural history analogous to Europe’ s but created
independently, without direct influence, and argues convincingly that Japanese
natural history succumbed to Western science not because of suppression and
substitution, as scholars traditionally have contended, but by adaptation and
transformation.

The first book-length English-language study devoted to the important field of
honzogaku, The Knowledge of Nature and the Nature of Knowledge in Early
Modern Japan will be an essential text for historians of Japanese and East Asian
science, and afascinating read for anyone interested in the devel opment of
sciencein the early modern era.
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Between the early seventeenth and the mid-nineteenth century, the field of natural history in Japan separated
itself from the discipline of medicine, produced knowledge that questioned the traditional religious and
philosophical understandings of the world, developed into a system (called honzogaku) that rivaled Western
science in complexity—and then seemingly disappeared. Or did it? In The Knowledge of Nature and the
Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan, Federico Marcon recounts how Japanese scholars developed a
sophisticated discipline of natural history analogous to Europe’ s but created independently, without direct
influence, and argues convincingly that Japanese natural history succumbed to Western science not because
of suppression and substitution, as scholars traditionally have contended, but by adaptation and
transformation.

The first book-length English-language study devoted to the important field of honzogaku, The Knowledge of
Nature and the Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan will be an essential text for historians of
Japanese and East Asian science, and a fascinating read for anyone interested in the development of science
in the early modern era.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Opens a fascinating window into the history of Japan's relationship to its natural environment. . . . The book
charts transformations not only of natural objects and studies of them in Japan, but also of the professional
and social identity of scholars, the disciplinary identity of the field, the popular engagement with natural
history, and theillustration of the natural world. . . . A must-read for historians of early modern science,
natural history, and Tokugawa studies!"

(Carla Nappi New Booksin East Asian Sudies)

“The first Anglophone account of ‘nature studies’ in early modern Japan, as well as a bold attempt to
provincialize Eurocentric narratives of modernity's relation to nature.”
(Canadian Journal of History)

“Breaks new ground for the history of science in East Asia and represents an important contribution to
ongoing efforts to reevaluate the distinctiveness of early modern European science.”
(Isis)

"Federico Marcon’srich history of honzogaku makes an enormous contribution to the field of early modern
Japanese history. Given the inseparability of honzogaku’ s scientific advances and concurrent epistemol ogical
shifts, The Knowledge of Nature and the Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan is as much about the
evolving state of knowledge asit is an investigation of nature studies itself....Both fascinating and
authoritative, it is destined to endure as a distinguished study of early modern Japanese thought."

(American Historical Review)

"The main contributions of this book liein its sophisticated analysis of the social and institutional contexts
for the production and consumption of knowledge about nature in Tokugawa Japan and in its reconsideration
of prevailing discourses that equate the development of science in Japan with a process of Westernization. Its
engagement with not only the history of science, but also such fields as environmental studies, economic
history, the history of the book, and art history, make it an essential resource for awide range of readers."
(Journal of Japanese Studies)

"Books that invoke big thinkers' names abound, but few engage the ideas as profitably asthis. The
Knowledge of Nature and the Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan is a magnificent work, erudite
and sophisticated. Thisisthe most stimulating work in the early modern field to appear in some time."
(David L. Howell, Harvard University)

"Marcon boldly challenges the hoary notion that the disenchantment of the world through scientific
investigation was unique to the West. Like their early modern European counterparts, Japan's honzogaku
scholars systematically transformed natural ecosystems into discrete objects of analysis, manipulation, and
control. This exciting study places Japan’s independent scientific trajectory in the context of its growing
commodity culture and professionalization of scholarship.”

(Julia Adeney Thomas, University of Notre Dame)

About the Author



Federico Marcon is assistant professor of Japanese history in the Department of History and the Department
of East Asian Studies at Princeton University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Jesse Harrison:

The book The Knowledge of Nature and the Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute) can give more knowledge and al so the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The Knowledge of Nature and the
Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute)? Several of
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many datafor us. Itis
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share al of these. Book The Knowledge of Nature and the Nature
of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by start and
read ae-book. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Chen:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Knowledge of Nature and the
Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) to read.

Christopher Pipkin:

Precisely why? Because this The Knowledge of Nature and the Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Ingtitute) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book closeto it
was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So, it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
means. So, still want to delay having that book? If | have been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Ron Taylor:

This The Knowledge of Nature and the Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute) is great book for you because the content which isfull of information for



you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentencesinit. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Knowledge of Nature and the
Nature of Knowledge in Early Modern Japan (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) in your hand
like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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