
The Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian
Interpretation

By Brad H. Young

The Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation By Brad H.
Young

Fully one-third of Jesus' words in the Synoptic Gospels occur in parables. It
could be said that knowing the parables is essential for understanding the person
of Christ. In this work, Brad Young displays his unique perspective as a scholar
steeped in both Jewish and Christian studies. While parables have timeless
messages, reinterpretations in new contexts throughout the centuries have
distorted the original meanings and undermined the essence of what Jesus
intended for his initial listeners. Young examines the parables that best illustrate
the parallels between the rabbinic and Gospel parables. He challenges readers to
remember that first-century Judaism was not merely the backdrop for Jesus'
teachings but the very stage from which Jesus delivered the message of the
kingdom. Jesus' ethics and theology can be properly understood only in the light
of first-century Jewish teachings. Young focuses on the historical development
and theological significance of parables in both traditions and examines five
theological subjects that are dealt with in parables: prayer, grace, reconciliation,
calling, and sovereignty.
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Fully one-third of Jesus' words in the Synoptic Gospels occur in parables. It could be said that knowing the
parables is essential for understanding the person of Christ. In this work, Brad Young displays his unique
perspective as a scholar steeped in both Jewish and Christian studies. While parables have timeless
messages, reinterpretations in new contexts throughout the centuries have distorted the original meanings
and undermined the essence of what Jesus intended for his initial listeners. Young examines the parables that
best illustrate the parallels between the rabbinic and Gospel parables. He challenges readers to remember that
first-century Judaism was not merely the backdrop for Jesus' teachings but the very stage from which Jesus
delivered the message of the kingdom. Jesus' ethics and theology can be properly understood only in the light
of first-century Jewish teachings. Young focuses on the historical development and theological significance
of parables in both traditions and examines five theological subjects that are dealt with in parables: prayer,
grace, reconciliation, calling, and sovereignty.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Fully one-third of Jesus' words in the Synoptic Gospels occur in parables. It could be said that knowing the
parables is essential for understanding the person of Christ. In this book, Brad H. Young displays his unique
perspective as a scholar steeped in both Jewish and Christian studies. Young examines the parables that best
illustrate the parallels between rabbinic and Gospel parables. He challenges readers to remember the
importance of first-century Judaism as the very stage from which Jesus delivered the message of the
kingdom. Jesus' ethics and theology can be properly understood only in the light of first-century Jewish
teachings. Young focuses on the historical development and theological significance of parables in both
traditions and examines five theological subjects that are dealt with in parables: prayer, grace, reconciliation,
calling, and sovereignty.

"This innovative work on the parables shows that Jesus is both a foundation of the Christian faith and at the
same time an integral part of Second Temple period Judaism. Jewish thought is not--as is often claimed--
merely a background for Jesus but is in reality the original context and natural framework of his message. . . .
It is a very rare case that a New Testament scholar can break the language barrier and move freely in the
Hebrew and Aramaic sources of early Judaism proficiently, as Young is able to do. . . . All who are involved
in the study of Judaism, as well as everyone seeking a better understanding of Jesus, will be challenged by
Young's creative and solid research."
--David Flusser, Late Professor Emeritus of Second Temple Period Judaism and Early Christianity, Hebrew
University, Jerusalem (from the foreword)

About the Author
Brad H. Young (PhD, Hebrew University) is professor of biblical literature in Judeo-Christian studies in the
Graduate School of Theology at Oral Roberts University. In addition to his well-known research on the life
of Jesus, he has devoted much energy to Jewish-Christian interfaith dialogue. He is the author of many
books, including Meet the Rabbis: Rabbinic Thought and the Teachings of Jesus, Paul the Jewish
Theologian, and Jesus the Jewish Theologian.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

The book The Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Parables:
Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.



Nancy Hedrick:

Here thing why this The Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. The Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar
with The Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Parables: Jewish Tradition and
Christian Interpretation in e-book can be your alternative.

Theresa Gayle:

This The Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation is great book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The
Parables: Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute
right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that?

Tammara Dejesus:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Parables: Jewish Tradition and
Christian Interpretation which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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