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The Story of Corn is a unique compendium, drawing upon history and
mythology, science and art, anecdote and image, personal narrative and epic to
tell the extraordinary story of the grain that built the New World. Corn
transformed the way the entire world eats, providing a hardy, inexpensive
alternative to rice or wheat and cheap fodder for livestock and finding its way
into everything from explosives to embalming fluid.

Betty Fussell has given us a true American saga, interweaving the histories of the
indigenous peoples who first cultivated the grain and the European conquerors
who appropriated and propagated it around the globe. She explores corn's roles as
food, fetish, crop, and commodity to those who have planted, consumed,
worshiped, processed, and profited from it for seven centuries.

Now available only from the University of New Mexico Press, The Story of
Corn, is the winner of a Julia Child Cookbook Award from the International
Association of Culinary Professionals.

"Written in a lively and nontechnical style."--Library Journal

"Fussell has clearly done a good deal of research and a lot of traveling--peering
over a precipice at Machu Picchu, descending into a restored ceremonial kiva of
the Anasazi people in New Mexico, visiting the sole surviving corn palace from
the Midwest boosters--glory days of a century ago."--Kirkus Reviews
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Editorial Review

Review
"Fussell has clearly done a good deal of research and a lot of traveling--peering over a precipice at Machu
Picchu, descending into a restored ceremonial kiva of the Anasazi people in New Mexico, visiting the sole
surviving corn palace from the Midwest boosters' glory days of a century ago."

""The Story of Corn" is a fascinating read."

." . . a fascinating read. Look for the book and dive in."

"The fascinating story of corn is told in a wonderfully engaging book by Betty Fussell, a food historian."

"Fussell tells a fascinating, thoroughly researched and comprehensive story of the centrality of corn to
American culture."

." . . a lively blend of anecdotes and facts about world corn. . .a specialized food history that will appeal
across many different lines, from students of anthropology and sociology to culiary enhusiasts and history
buffs."

"Fussell has the admirable virtue of integrating her copious research gracefully into the vast narrative that
tracks corn through the empire of the Incas to the moderm saga of ethanol fuels, deftly blending
anthropology, science and history. . . The carefully selected bibliography is a fine finishing touch to this
sophisticated and satisfying "tour de force.""

." . .a most wide-ranging, complex account. . The author delves into corn's long history, from it's origins as a
grass to its place in the mythology and economy of aboriginal peoples, and its modern usefulness as
scientists probe the limits of its molecules. . . This is a book that needed writing and one that imaginative
teachers can fit into a whole range of school subjects."

From the Inside Flap
This interweaving of folklore, history, and science tells the seven-century story of the importance of corn in
the Americas.

From the Back Cover
In an authoritative, wise and wholly original blend of social history, art, science and anthropology, Betty
Fussell tells the story of corn in a narrative that is as uniquely hybrid as her subject. It is a story that can be
told in the language of myth or industry, of sacred ritual or secular farming, but in any language it makes
clear that all the civilizations of the Western Hemisphere have been built on corn. The great epic of this
amazing grain and of the people who for seven centuries have planted, eaten, worshipped, processed and
profited from it reaches into every corner of American life--not just its food but also its poetry, its commerce,
its religion and, of course, its booze. In her beautifully balanced text as well as in hundreds of extraordinary
illustrations, Fussell juxtaposes the many facets of corn's history and influence to surprising, dramatic effect.
The Story of Corn changes completely one's sense of the shape and nature of the American experience. You
will never again munch on a hush puppy, admire a Maya temple, read Hiawatha or simply pass a cornfield in
the same way.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Maurer:

This The Story of Corn are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this The Story of Corn can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Story of Corn giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Joseph Ortiz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Story of Corn guide written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still question The Story of Corn as good book not merely by the cover but also
from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Harold Riggs:

The book untitled The Story of Corn contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period
of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Joan Freeman:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Story of Corn is simple to bring you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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