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African religion is ancestor worship; it revolves around the dead, now thought to
be alive and well in heaven (the Samanadzie) and propitiated by the living on
earth. For the Akan, the ancestors’ stool is the emblem of the ancestors
(Nananom Nsamanfo). Led by their kings and queen mothers as living ancestors,
the Akan periodically propitiate the ancestors’ stools housing their ancestors. In
return, the ancestors and deities influence the affairs of living descendants,
making ancestor worship as tenably viable as any other religion.
This second edition updates the scholarship on ancestor worship by
demonstrating the centrality of the ancestors’ stool as the ultimate religious
symbol. In addition, all chapters have been expanded. A new chapter has been
added to show how ancestor worship is pragmatically integrative, theologically
sound, teleological as well as soteriological, with a highly trained clerical body
and elders as mediators.
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Editorial Review

Review
Anthony Ephirim-Donkor’s African Religion Defined is a masterfully written and insightful study of African
religious experience. He offers a richly detailed examination of Akan cosmology and practices laced with
engaging personal accounts. The book represents a major contribution to the field of Akan studies and to
discussions about the nature and meaning of African religion. . . . The work will be useful in both
undergraduate and graduate school courses and will challenge students and scholars to reexamine categories
and assumptions about African religions. (Samuel I. Britt, Gordon Poteat Professor of Asian Studies and
Religion, Furman University, South Carolina)

Challenging the notion in some quarters that equate African religions with animism, Ephirim-Donkor
examines the religious and cultural practices of the Akan . . . and argues that ancestor worship as practiced
by the people is quite similar to other world religions. Influenced by the works of Clifford Geertz and Wallis
Budge, Ephirim-Donkor maintains that the souls of the Akan dead are symbolically housed in the ancestors’
stool, the very seat and embodiment of temporal and spiritual power among the Akan. . . . This exciting
volume, which includes a completely new chapter written for this edition, is a must-have for those interested
in African religions. (Baffour K. Takyi, professor of sociology, the University of Akron, Ohio)

About the Author
Anthony Ephirim-Donkor is chair of the Department of Africana Studies and associate professor of religion
at Binghamton University, State University of New York. He is the author of three other books on African
spirituality.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Grace Seals:

The book African Religion Defined: A Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the good thing like a book African Religion Defined: A Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among
the Akan? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book African Religion Defined:
A Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Samuel Brown:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the



outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be African Religion Defined: A Systematic Study of Ancestor
Worship among the Akan why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Melvin Smith:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This African Religion Defined: A
Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Connie Hockaday:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is African Religion Defined: A
Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan.
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