Kirsten A. Seaver

Maps, Myths, sd Men

Maps, Myths, and Men: The Story of the
Vinland Map

By Kirsten A. Seaver

Read Online ©

Maps, Myths, and Men: The Story of the Vinland Map By Kirsten A. Seaver

The "Vinland Map" first surfaced on the antiquarian market in 1957 and the
map's authenticity has been hotly debated ever since?in controversies ranging
from the anomalous composition of the ink and the map's lack of provenanceto a
plethora of historical and cartographical riddles. Maps, Myths, and Men isthe
first work to address the full range of this debate. Focusing closely on what the
map in fact shows, the book contains a critique of the 1965 work The Vinland
Map and the Tartar Relation; scrutinizes the marketing strategies used in 1957,
and covers many aspects of the map that demonstrate it is a modern fake, such as
literary evidence and severa scientific ink analyses performed between 1967 and
2002. The author explains a number of the riddles and provides evidence for both
the identity of the mapmaker and the source of the parchment used, and she
applies current knowledge of medieval Norse culture and exploration to counter
widespread misinformation about Norse voyages to North America and about the
Norse world picture.
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The"Vinland Map" first surfaced on the antiquarian market in 1957 and the map's authenticity has been
hotly debated ever since?n controversies ranging from the anomalous composition of the ink and the map's
lack of provenance to a plethora of historical and cartographical riddles. Maps, Myths, and Men is the first
work to address the full range of this debate. Focusing closely on what the map in fact shows, the book
contains a critique of the 1965 work The Vinland Map and the Tartar Relation; scrutinizes the marketing
strategies used in 1957; and covers many aspects of the map that demonstrate it is a modern fake, such as
literary evidence and several scientific ink analyses performed between 1967 and 2002. The author explains
anumber of the riddles and provides evidence for both the identity of the mapmaker and the source of the
parchment used, and she applies current knowledge of medieval Norse culture and exploration to counter
widespread misinformation about Norse voyages to North America and about the Norse world picture.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In asuperlative piece of cross-disciplinary detective work, Norwegian independent scholar Seaver
deconstructs the machinations, manipulations and odd stroke of genius that have played into the story of the
Vinland map. Allegedly dating from 1440 and ostensibly showing extensive medieval Norse exploration of
the North American coasts, the map rocketed out of obscurity—"the black hole of provenance'—with the
publication of alavishly illustrated volume entitled The Vinland Map and the Tartar Relation in 1965. The
stunning revelation of the map—and the publication of a volume prepared with peculiar secrecy by scholars
from top-name institutions—received intense international press coverage, but was greeted with skepticism
in many quarters. A meticulous guide, Seaver leads us through the minutiae of ink analysis, handwriting and
strangely located wormholes. Her investigation culminates in the doomed Austrian monastery of Stella
Matutina, where a brilliant Jesuit cartographer, Josef Fischer (1858-1944), worked on a"jeu d'esprit" that
would sabotage Nazi propaganda by "proving" the global reach of the medieval Catholic church while
flattering the Nazis interest in Norse origins. Through his well-intentioned forgery, Fischer set in motion a
different kind of legend. Once German soldiers forced their way into Stella Matutina, the gates opened to a
world of pilfering, profiteering and eventually marketing blitzkrieg. Illus.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Seaver has created the definitive portrait of the Vinland Map controversy and has shown us a route home."
(Science Magazine)

"It is an enjoyable book to read, and the author writes in such an enthusiastic way that the book reads almost
like a detective story." (Canadian Journal of History)

"In Maps, Myths, and Men, Kirsten A. Seaver provides a supremely well-researched and documented
account of the map's nearly forty-years of public controversy....Aswell as providing the most detailed
account and analysis of the map available, Seaver has a so provided a book which allows historians and
scholars to reflect more widely on the waysin which personal lives and situations interfere with and inform
objective scholarship." (Itinerario)

"...afascinating and very readable investigation..." (Viking Heritage Magazine)

"...the sustained and comprehensive argument presented here is a masterly synthesis that should represent the
last word on one of the most contentious debates in modern medieval scholarship.” (Speculum)

"In asuperlative piece of cross-disciplinary detective work, Norwegian independent scholar Seaver
deconstructs the machinations, manipulations, and odd strokes of genius that have played into the story of
the Vinland map." (Publishers Weekly)

About the Author
Kirsten A. Seaver is an independent historian, a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, London, a
novelist, and atrandator. She is the author of The Frozen Echo (Stanford, 1996).



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Willard Sarvis:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take awander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Maps,
Myths, and Men: The Story of the Vinland Map? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou realize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have different opinion?

Teresa Hunter:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for awhile isreading.

Y es, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Maps, Myths, and Men: The Story of the
Vinland Map book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Arthur Reaves:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It is identified as of
book Maps, Myths, and Men: The Story of the Vinland Map. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Lamar Santiago:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And aso you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you take to be your abject. One of them are these claims Maps, Myths, and Men: The Story of the
Vinland Map.
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