Theory Aside

From Duke University Press Books

Read Online ©

Theory Aside From Duke University Press Books

theory aside

Where can theory go now? Where other voices concern themselves with theory's
life or death, the contributors to Theory Aside take up another possibility: that our
theoretical prospects are better served worrying less about "what’ s next?' and
more about "what else?" Instead of looking for the next big thing, the fourteen
prominent thinkers in this volume take up lines of thought lost or overlooked
during theory's canonization. They demonstrate that intellectual progress need
not depend on the discovery of anew theorist or theory. Moving subtly through a
diverse range of thinkers and topics—aesthetics, affect, animation and film
studies, bibliography, cognitive science, globalization, phenomenology, poetics,
political and postcolonial theory, race and identity, queer theory, and sociological
reading practices—the contributors show that a more sustained, less apocalyptic
attention to ideas might lead to aricher discussion of our intellectual landscapes
and the place of the humanities and social sciencesin it. In their turn away from
the radically new, these essays reveal that what' s fallen aside still surprises.

Contributors. lan Balfour, Karen Beckman, Pheng Cheah, Frances Ferguson,
William Flesch, Anne-Lise Frangois, Mark B. N. Hansen, Simon Jarvis, Heather
Love, Natalie Méelas, Jason Potts, Elizabeth A. Povindlli, Eve Kosofsky
Sedgwick, Jordan Alexander Stein, Daniel Stout, Irene Tucker
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Where can theory go now? Where other voices concern themselves with theory's life or death, the
contributors to Theory Aside take up another possibility: that our theoretical prospects are better served
worrying less about "what’ s next?' and more about "what else?' Instead of looking for the next big thing, the
fourteen prominent thinkersin this volume take up lines of thought lost or overlooked during theory's
canonization. They demonstrate that intellectual progress need not depend on the discovery of anew theorist
or theory. Moving subtly through a diverse range of thinkers and topics—aesthetics, affect, animation and
film studies, bibliography, cognitive science, globalization, phenomenology, poetics, political and
postcolonial theory, race and identity, queer theory, and sociological reading practices—the contributors
show that a more sustained, less apocalyptic attention to ideas might lead to aricher discussion of our
intellectual landscapes and the place of the humanities and socia sciencesinit. In their turn away from the
radically new, these essays reveal that what’s fallen aside still surprises.

Contributors. lan Balfour, Karen Beckman, Pheng Cheah, Frances Ferguson, William Flesch, Anne-Lise
Francois, Mark B. N. Hansen, Simon Jarvis, Heather Love, Natalie Méelas, Jason Patts, Elizabeth A.
Povinelli, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Jordan Alexander Stein, Daniel Stout, Irene Tucker
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Editorial Review
Review

"Theory Aside isfilled with surprising analytic moves that feel absolutely necessary. The contributors seek
the undetonated futures of past and current theoretical paradigms, stepping to the side of where we think
we've been to open up new ways of thinking. Their essays are distinguished by a probing, lucid quality that
makes them areal pleasure to read.”

(Elizabeth Freeman author of Time Binds: Queer Temporalities, Queer Histories)

"Theory Asideis aterrific collection, its argument highly cogent and its organization luminously clear. As
the editorsrealize, it isironic that some will find brand new their claim that critical theory might have had a
different history, a history that the essays in this volume reimaginein a variety of engaging ways. If
something newly important can be said today about Theory's future as well as its past, Theory Aside will
surely be the volume that catalyzes this discussion.”

(Andrew Parker, author of The Theorist's Mother)

“Thisinsightful collection of essays regarding the use and place of theory in a post-theoretical realm daresto
imagine how theory may successfully challenge and illuminate understanding of the world. . . .
Recommended. Graduate students, researchers, faculty.”

(S. Batcos Choice)

"Potts and Stout call for amore ‘modest’ critical practice that gives attention to previously neglected thinkers
and considers how theory might have developed in different ways....[The book's] approach disciplines
including gender studies, film, poetics and postcolonial studies from surprising, and often enlightening,
perspectives."

(Forum for Modern Language Studies)

About the Author

Jason Potts is Assistant Professor of English at St. Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, Nova Scotia.

Daniel Stout is Assistant Professor of English at the University of Mississippi.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Glenn Flinchum:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Theory Aside?
Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?



Jennifer Garrison:

The book Theory Aside give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Theory Aside to become
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like open and read a e-book
Theory Aside. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So, how do you think about this e-book?

Alma Rasmussen:

The knowledge that you get from Theory Aside is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the
words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Theory Aside giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Theory Aside instantly.

Elizabeth Acker:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days alwaystry to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of
themisthis Theory Aside.
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