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Resistance to the tyrant was an essential stage in the development of the Greek
city-state. In this richly insightful book, James F. McGlew examines the
significance of changes in the Greek political vocabulary that came about as a
result of the history of ancient tyrants. Surveying a vast range of historical and
literary sources, McGlew looks closely at discourse concerning Greek tyranny as
well as at the nature of the tyrants' power and the constraints on power implicit in
that discourse. Archaic tyrants, he shows, characteristically represented
themselves as agents of justice. Taking their self-representation not as an
ideological veil concealing the nature of tyranny but as its conceptual definition,
he attempts to show that, although the language of reform gave tyrants
unprecedented political freedom, it also marked their powers as temporary.
Tyranny took shape, McGlew maintains, through discursive complicity between
the tyrant and his subjects, who presumably accepted his self-definition but also
learned from him the language and methods of resistance. The tyrant's subjects
learned to resist him as they learned to obey him, but when they rejected him
they did so in such a way as to preserve for themselves the distinctive political
freedoms that he enjoyed. Providing a new framework for understanding ancient
tyranny, this book will be read with great interest by classicists, political
scientists, and ancient and modern historians alike.
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Resistance to the tyrant was an essential stage in the development of the Greek city-state. In this richly
insightful book, James F. McGlew examines the significance of changes in the Greek political vocabulary
that came about as a result of the history of ancient tyrants. Surveying a vast range of historical and literary
sources, McGlew looks closely at discourse concerning Greek tyranny as well as at the nature of the tyrants'
power and the constraints on power implicit in that discourse. Archaic tyrants, he shows, characteristically
represented themselves as agents of justice. Taking their self-representation not as an ideological veil
concealing the nature of tyranny but as its conceptual definition, he attempts to show that, although the
language of reform gave tyrants unprecedented political freedom, it also marked their powers as temporary.
Tyranny took shape, McGlew maintains, through discursive complicity between the tyrant and his subjects,
who presumably accepted his self-definition but also learned from him the language and methods of
resistance. The tyrant's subjects learned to resist him as they learned to obey him, but when they rejected him
they did so in such a way as to preserve for themselves the distinctive political freedoms that he enjoyed.
Providing a new framework for understanding ancient tyranny, this book will be read with great interest by
classicists, political scientists, and ancient and modern historians alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This new and fascinating approach, unlike but very complementary to traditional studies . . . focuses upon
how the Greeks experienced contemporary autocrats and their reactions to that experience."?J. M. Balcer,
Ohio State University, Religious Studies Review

"Why were tyrants included among the Seven Sages' By what paradoxical twist of history did Peisistratos,
Athenian tyrant extraordinaire, not only lay the foundations of democratic Periclean Athens (drama
included), but also leave the memory of his reign?despite philosophical and political rant against tyranny in
all its aspects?as a Golden Age? These are among the fundamental questions that McGlew sets out to solve. .
. . Brilliant and groundbreaking. . . . Compulsively readable."?Choice

"A stimulating and tightly argued book, which sheds genuinely new light on a notoriously problematic area
of Greek history." ?Robert Garland, Colgate University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elliott Salazar:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Tyranny and Political Culture
in Ancient Greece will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

James Brown:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and important the book Tyranny and Political Culture in Ancient Greece. All
type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Lenore Cortez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.



One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride
on and with addition of information. Even you love Tyranny and Political Culture in Ancient Greece, you are
able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Phyllis Thompson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be Tyranny and Political Culture in Ancient Greece why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.
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