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A definitive overview of court decisions and legislative victories in the fight for
gender equality in U.S. history.

• A–Z entries ranging from legislation such as Title IX, the Equal Pay Act, and
the failed Equal Rights Amendment to pioneers such as Susan B. Anthony, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, and Betty Friedan

• An introductory chapter presenting key concepts and issues that pertain to
women in U.S. law

• A table of cases that features more than 50 key judicial decisions

• Chronological coverage of the history of U.S. laws pertaining to gender

• An appendix of key original documents in the struggle for equality

• Photographs of many important pioneers of women's rights
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Describing the evolution of women's legal rights in the U.S. from the Revolutionary War to the present, this
volume uses biographical sketches of key individuals, summaries of significant court cases and legislative
victories, definitions of major concepts, and selected important documents.

A 19-page introduction and a chronology provide an overview of gender equality in the U.S. from colonial
times forward. Around 200 entries are arranged alphabetically within broad categories ("Key Historical
Concepts and Pioneers," "Constitutional Equality," "Education," "Family Law," "Reproductive Rights,"
"Violence against Women," and "Workplace Rights"). A comprehensive index, references and further
reading lists at the end of each section, and see also tags at the end of most entries allow researchers to learn
more about each topic. The "Table of Cases" directs readers to the published court texts, and a collection of
21 documents provides relevant declarations, speeches, constitutional amendments, and legislative acts
verbatim.

A caveat: editing is sometimes weak. For example, Hillary Rodham Clinton is credited with making history
in November 2000 "when she became the first lady ever to be elected as a U.S. senator." "First First Lady"
would have been correct. The occasional errors, however, do not detract from the volume's usefulness.

Although other reference sources contain much of this information (Handbook of American Women's History
[Sage, 2000], The Reader's Companion to U.S. Women's History [Houghton, 1998], Encyclopedia of
Women's History in America [Facts On File, 1996], Women's Rights in the United States: A Documentary
History [Greenwood, 1994]), Kuersten's volume is more current and focuses on women in the legal and
political arenas. It should prove useful in academic and large public libraries. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Because the volume collects a wide range of information, it is a valuable resource for libraries and
researchers new to the field . . . Recommended. General readers and library collections serving lower-
division undergraduates." - Choice

"[T]his work provides a wealth of information on an important topic, is well-organized, and contains well-
written entries . . . it is a highly recommended purchase for public, high school, and undergraduate libraries."
- American Reference Books Annual

"Kuersten's volume is more current and focuses on women in the legal and political arenas. It should prove
useful in academic and large public libraries." - Booklist

"This well-written and well-researched book would be useful in high school and public libraries with a
strong demand for the topic." - VOYA

"This is a well-written reference work on the history of and themes related to women and law in the United
States. . . . An excellent choice for high school, public, and college libraries." - Feminist Collections

About the Author

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Ashlyn K. Kuersten is associate professor of political science at Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo,
MI.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Bass:

This book untitled Women and the Law: Leaders, Cases, and Documents (Non-Series) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your
list.

Sheila Lefevre:

Exactly why? Because this Women and the Law: Leaders, Cases, and Documents (Non-Series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Dora Bair:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Women and the Law: Leaders, Cases, and Documents (Non-Series) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get just before. The Women and the Law: Leaders, Cases, and Documents (Non-
Series) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Robert Eslinger:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication Women and the Law: Leaders, Cases, and Documents (Non-
Series) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific



disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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