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In recent decades, the regions of Russia have taken different paths of regime
transition. Despite the consolidation of an autocratic regime at national level and
the centralization steered by Vladimir Putin’s government, the variation across
sub-national regimes persists.

Using an innovative theoretical framework, this book explores both causes and
consequences of democratization in the regions of Russia. It is the first study in
the field to systematically integrate structural and agency approaches in order to
account for economic, social, historical and international causes of
democratization and to trace its consequences. By focusing on the challenging
and under-studied topic of sub-national regimes, the book provides a unique
perspective on regime transition and the new theoretical framework contributes
to a better understanding of democratization world-wide.

The book will be of key interest to scholars and students of democratization, sub-
national regimes, East European politics, comparative politics, post-communism,
and international relations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Russia may be a riddle, wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma," but this book does more to unravel its
post-Communist experience than any other I can think of. One of its most original aspects is a large-N
analysis of sub-national variation in democracy and autocracy, drawing on an extensive databank. No study
of democratization – east or west – has done this so thoroughly. Another finding of potentially wider
significance is their demonstration that the size and loyalty of the local bureaucracy inherited from the
ancient regime is a major contributor to a more autocratic outcome. Highly recommended to those
condemned to making sense of post-Communist Russia, but also of interest to students of democratization
elsewhere.

Philippe C. Schmitter, Professor Emeritus, European University Institute

In their book, Obydenkova and Libman provide the most comprehensive and up to date account of Russia’s
sub-national politics. Using a variety of historical and contemporary datasets and rigorous statistical analysis,
they offer a nuanced and well-grounded explanation of the causes and effects of the diversity of political
regimes within the country. A must read for scholars of Russian and comparative politics.

Vladimir Gel’man, European University at St. Petersburg, and Aleksanteri Institute, University of Helsinki

One of the landmarks in comparative democratisation studies in the last decade has been the development of
studies of sub-national regime variation and dynamics. This book takes this approach to a new level of
sophistication in a study of regional democratisation in Putin’s Russia. It thereby offers several novel
insights into one of the most conspicuous and threatening autocracies in the world today.

Jan Teorell, Professor of Political Science, Lund University

Libman and Obydenkova have written an impressive book that takes full advantage of Russia’s regional
diversity to test long-standing arguments about the sources of democracy and the economic impacts of
political regimes. Rich in empirical detail and far ranging in its analysis, this work offers fresh insights into
the relationship between economic performance and democracy. It deserves a wide audience in comparative
political economy and Russian studies.

Timothy M. Frye, Director, Harriman Institute, and Marshall D. Shulman Professor of Post-Soviet Foreign
Policy, Columbia University

About the Author

Anastassia V. Obydenkova is a Senior Researcher at the Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, Spain and a
Research Fellow at the Centre for International Studies of London School of Economics, UK.

Alexander Libman is Associate, German Institute for International and Security Affairs SWP, Berlin,
Germany.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Hendrix:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Causes and Consequences of Democratization: The regions of
Russia (Democratization Studies). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important the book Causes and Consequences of Democratization: The regions of Russia
(Democratization Studies). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joseph Cobble:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Causes and Consequences of Democratization: The
regions of Russia (Democratization Studies) as your daily resource information.

Kathy Graves:

The publication with title Causes and Consequences of Democratization: The regions of Russia
(Democratization Studies) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Nelson McNamee:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be read. Causes and Consequences of Democratization: The regions of Russia
(Democratization Studies) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.
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