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An updated edition of what many consider the “bible of high-end audio”
 
In this newly revised and updated fifth edition, Robert Harley, editor in chief of
the Absolute Sound magazine, tells you everything you need to know about
buying and enjoying high-quality hi-fi. With this book, discover how to get the
best sound for your money, how to identify the weak links in your system and
upgrade where it will do the most good, how to set up and tweak your system for
maximum performance, and how to become a more perceptive and appreciative
listener. Just a few of the secrets you will learn cover high-end sound on a
budget, how to do it cheap and still do it right; five system set-up mistakes and
how to avoid them; how to make your speakers sound up to 50% better, at no
cost; how to choose and set up a computer-based music system; how to find the
one speaker in 50 worth owning; and why all 100-watt amplifiers don't sound the
same. Since the first edition's publication in 1994, The Complete Guide to High-
End Audio has been considered the essential reference on high-quality music
reproduction, with more than 150,000 copies sold in five languages.
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An updated edition of what many consider the “bible of high-end audio”
 
In this newly revised and updated fifth edition, Robert Harley, editor in chief of the Absolute Sound
magazine, tells you everything you need to know about buying and enjoying high-quality hi-fi. With this
book, discover how to get the best sound for your money, how to identify the weak links in your system and
upgrade where it will do the most good, how to set up and tweak your system for maximum performance,
and how to become a more perceptive and appreciative listener. Just a few of the secrets you will learn cover
high-end sound on a budget, how to do it cheap and still do it right; five system set-up mistakes and how to
avoid them; how to make your speakers sound up to 50% better, at no cost; how to choose and set up a
computer-based music system; how to find the one speaker in 50 worth owning; and why all 100-watt
amplifiers don't sound the same. Since the first edition's publication in 1994, The Complete Guide to High-
End Audio has been considered the essential reference on high-quality music reproduction, with more than
150,000 copies sold in five languages.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is one valuable book, rich in information and insight."  —High-End Magazine

"Before you make a mistake, buy Robert Harley's book."  —Stereophile magazine

"Its impressive breadth and depth make it a valuable guide to audio's gold mine. You'll learn valuable things
from Harley's book, not just at first reading but as you come back to it over and over."  —International
Audio Review

“The best book ever written about hi-fi. All your answers are here, written in the graceful, meticulous, easy-
to-understand prose of a genuine master.” —Jonathan Valin, executive editor, the Absolute Sound

About the Author

Robert Harley is the editor in chief of the Absolute Sound and the editor of the large-format book series the
Absolute Sound’s Illustrated History of High-End Audio. Founded in 1973, the Absolute Sound is the world’s
most respected magazine on high-performance audio. Harley has taught college degree programs in audio
engineering in addition to having worked as a recording engineer, a CD mastering engineer, and an audio
journalist. He has published more than 1,200 product reviews and articles on high-quality music
reproduction, and he is the author of Home Theater for Everyone and Introductory Guide to High-
Performance Audio Systems. His books have sold more than a quarter of a million copies in five languages.
He lives in Carlsbad, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Silva:

The book The Complete Guide to High-End Audio make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Complete Guide to High-End
Audio to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and
read a publication The Complete Guide to High-End Audio. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Shelia Lopez:

The guide untitled The Complete Guide to High-End Audio is the guide that recommended to you to read.



You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of The Complete Guide to High-End Audio from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ramon Jeter:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Complete Guide to High-End Audio,
you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Jason Savage:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Complete Guide to High-End Audio can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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